West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for the weekend 6 March
	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	13
	defeated
	Kensington
	12
	10
	2
	3

	QF
	Little League Major
	10
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	4
	1
	0
	0

	SF
	Under 14/2
	9
	lost to 
	Goodwood
	19
	0
	0
	1

	QF
	Under 14/1
	1
	lost to
	Sturt
	2
	0
	0
	1

	EF
	Under 16
	2
	defeated
	Golden Grove
	1
	1
	0
	0

	QF
	Under 18
	15
	defeated
	East Torrens
	4
	1
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8th
	Division 1
	3
	lost to
	Goodwood
	4
	12
	1
	10

	9th
	Division 1
	2
	lost to
	Goodwood
	7
	12
	1
	11

	EF
	Division 2
	7
	defeated
	Woodville
	6
	1
	0
	0

	EF
	Division 3
	3
	lost to
	Woodville
	11
	0
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Junior Presentation Night
Will be held at the Lockleys Clubrooms on Friday 25 March at 6.30 for a 7pm start. The Bar will be open and all friends and family are invited to celebrate another successful season that saw this great club win the Junior Club Championship for the 5th straight year.

Finals kick off for Juniors as Div 1 bows out at the final hurdle

After being placed as high as second during the season, the Division One boys suffered the ignominy of watching their season slip away after a double header of byes followed up with a heart breaking 1 – 2 loss last week to the Dodgers and then having to face the intimidating Goodwood featuring Bite pitchers Mark Brackman and Darren Fidge. Regrettably, we were not able to get the extra wins we needed after the byes, and we will miss the finals for the second consecutive year. The Division 3 team also bowed out of the premiership race going down in an elimination final to Woodville leaving just the Division 2 side to fly the flag for the Senior part of the club.

With the exception of the Little League Minor boys who don’t have a finals series, all of our Junior teams played this weekend with the only Eliminator being the Under 16’s. Happily we eked out a win to stay alive for another week in that grade. In the other matches, all of which were second chance affairs, we won two and lost two. The finals structure being as it is (except for Under 14/2 where the winner gets next weekend off), all teams will have to play off for a place in the Grand Final next Sunday and as we saw last year in the Under 18’s, these games can throw a spanner in any plan. The outcome of Sunday’s wins means that IF we win next weekend’s matches, two of our games will be here at West Torrens (those being the Under 18 and the Little League Major teams). It goes without saying that we are not there yet and we must ensure that we are at our best next week. For those teams that lost today, your chance at redemption is a week away!
Little League Minor Eagles Squeak Home against Cardinals
The boys from the Little League Minor team stormed back to the top of the ladder with a tense 13 – 12 win in the bottom of the 4th as time expired against a determined Kensington outfit. Excellent pitching from Ethan and Marcus helped set us up and good hitting by Ethan, Marcus and Jacob got us over the line. Overall, it was a solid performance from the boys and with two more games to go, gives us a shot at the title. This weekend’s game is shaping as a season defining game for both teams. Go Eagles!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	Kensington
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12

	West Torrens
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	13


Little League Major Eagles outlast Hawks
The Little League Major Eagles fronted up to South at the Nest for a Qualifying final. The Hawks finished second, and have a very solid starting pitcher who throws with good velocity and is hard to get away. Consequently, the early stages of the game were very tight with our boys holding a single run lead scored in the bottom of the first dig. True to form, the Hawks held our lineup scoreless for the next two innings, whilst going ahead with a three run 3rd of their own. So with the gauntlet thrown down, the Eagle boys had to dig deep to find an answer, which finally emerged in the form of 2 runs in the bottom of the 4th to tie the scores away. Not to outdone, the Hawks immediately snatched back the lead with a go ahead single for a 1 run lead in the middle of the 5th. Feeling the need for a big response, the Eagles dug deep again and found two go ahead runs in the bottom of the frame to lead 5 – 4 heading into the last dig. A brilliant effort by our lads held the southerners to zero and with all the power the boys could muster we exploded in the bottom of the last to post a maximum 5 runs and end the game 10 – 4 victors.

We now have the opportunity to reach the Grand Final if we can win against Adelaide at home this weekend. Good luck boys and Go Eagles!!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	Southern Districts
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0
	
	
	
	4

	West Torrens
	1
	0
	0
	2
	2
	5
	
	
	
	10


Indians massacre Eagles at the reservation
 
The Under 14/2 boys went down to the reservation on Sunday morning and came out on the end of a 9 – 19 reversal. Taking an early 1 run lead in the top of the 1st frame, the Indians exploded for the first of two game breaking innings with 6 runs. Shell-shocked, we were unable to respond in the second with Goodwood adding another before we returned to the plate again. From this point in, we were certainly respectable, posting two three run innings and two in the last, however, the Indians were not to be denied and three runs in the 3rd followed by seven in the 4th and 2 in the 5th meant that it was a hard day at the office. Having been the only team to beat this team, we can learn and bounce back with a tilt at Adelaide at the nest this Sunday for a chance to have another crack at a team that should be in Division 1. Knowing Coach Weber, he will leave no stone unturned in his efforts to get there. Good luck boys and Go Eagles!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	1
	0
	3
	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	9

	Goodwood
	6
	1
	3
	7
	2
	
	
	
	
	19


Pitching duel goes down to the wire
Another classic duel between the two best teams in Under 14 Baseball in SA left no purist disappointed. Outstanding pitching kept both offenses on the back foot until finally the Saints broke it open in our bogey innings (the 5th) with a couple of bunts putting runners in scoring position with none out. The boys did well to limit the scoring to just two, but in a tight affair, this was always going to be tough to claw back. In spite of a smashed line drive by Declan Richter in the top of the 7th that we eventually scored, we left the tying run at third, and for the second consecutive week we fell a run short of our goal. That it was an outstanding game of baseball goes without saying. Sam McGarry having stepped into the breech to replace injured starter Declan Richter pitched 4 innings  for 1 hit and 5 K’s. Mitch Duval is doing an excellent job behind the plate and Mason Pickard in 2 innings of relief was his usual efficient self. Three hits on the day, 1 each to Sam McGarry, Declan Richter and Jack Scheer showed how well the Sturt boys pitched, and congratulations to them. The team must re-group now for a home preliminary final against the Dodgers. Good luck boys. Go Eagles!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	
	
	1

	Sturt
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	
	
	
	2


Never say die Eagles keep their season alive
In an incredibly tight affair at the Nest on Sunday morning, the indomitable Under 16 Eagles continued their roller coaster of a season with a tense late 2 – 1 win against the Dodgers in an Elimination Final. Australian pitcher Matt Scharenberg pitched a magnificent complete game recording the final out in the top of the 7th frame to walk away with the win to further enhance his burgeoning reputation as one of Australia’s hottest prospects. A key tactical decision by coaches Dineen and Puckett has placed Nico Vanderlinden behind the plate and the combination is proving decisive. With Ethan Haylock moving out to Short Stop, the team has gained some balance in the infield in support of the starting pitching. This team has the talent to go all the way, and there is nothing between the remaining finalists but a great performance on the day. So the Eagles advance to an away preliminary final at the Bay. Good luck boys and Go Eagles!!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	Golden Grove
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	
	
	1

	West Torrens
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	
	
	
	2


Eagles get a break at Red Sox Nation
The Under 18’s fronted up at Red Sox Nation on Sunday morning to face the undefeated Red Sox. Dylan Chuck started on the mound to Joel Chapman, with the great Mitchell Harvey confirming his versatility at first, Tom McGarry at 2nd, Joel Ettridge at Short Stop and Thomas Dunn at 3rd. So it was a well-balanced infield backed up by Bryce Fulton (LF), Dylan Duval (CF) and James Spencer (RF) with the great JZ (Justin Zammit) in relief and Nathan Vanderlinden itching for some action.

The first inning saw the Eagles slow out of the box and failing to post a run. The Sox started off much as they always have by aggressive lead off hitting and strong follow up base running being supported with a succession of hits that plated two runs and left us immediately behind the 8-ball. Recovering some poise, the Eagles settled at the plate and replied at the top of the 2nd with a first score. Chucky pitched magnificently to the bottom of their order for a nil response and we were a run down after 2. 

Our third inning, and again we were well held by the Sox pitching and after 2 and a half, we were still 1 down. The Red Sox bats were not done however, and in spite of the great control Chucky had over his fast ball and his dancing curve ball, a hanging ball was deposited in the outfield for a further two runs batted in and a three run deficit after 3. The 4th inning marked the start in our change of fortune and the point at which control of the game switched from one team to the other. Coming back to the top of the order, and with East Torrens starter giving up a couple of walks, the bats finally woke up and Bryce Fulton smashed one of three consecutive hits to deep centre. At the end of the half inning, the three run deficit had been erased and the scores were tied up. 

Continuing on with his magnificent outing Chucky just got better and better, tying up most of the Sox bats with explosive fast-balls, magnificently placed curve balls and a killer changeup. The resulting donut sent the match into the second half with scores tied and it was a baseball purist’s dream, with great defense backing up excellent pitching and solid hitting. 

In the top of the 5th frame, the Eagle bats caught a few breaks and backed up with some solid hitting that plated a three run lead which Chucky just reveled in, posting another zero for his effort and completing 5 innings of work with a three run lead. The top of the 6th and the Eagle bats were really starting to warm up and a further two runs posted Chucky a 5 run lead, which he promptly defended and then retired to short stop after completing a magnificent outing. (6 innings for 7 hits, 6 K’s and 4 runs)

Nathan Vanderlinden, came out for an innings on the mound in the bottom of the 7th after the bats had blown the game wide open with a further 4 runs. He too shut down the strong Red Sox offense before having to race off to fulfill his A grade commitments. Finishing the 8th inning with a further two runs meant that we had stretched the lead to 11 runs and with a final shut down, we could claim the match. Bryce Fulton came onto the mound and without too much fuss, completed the job and the match was called. 

Astonishingly, the match had spread to a 15 – 4 result our way, such was the quality of our batting, pitching and fielding. We certainly enjoyed some good fortune, and the margin exemplified this, but the win was well earned and a credit to a good day at the office for the lads.

They now face the challenge of overcoming arch rival Glenelg at home this Sunday morning in a winner take all Preliminary final. Given the upset nature of some results in previous years, this will require a special effort from the boys as they attempt to make another Grand Final. Good luck boys. Go Eagles!!

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	0
	1
	0
	3
	3
	2
	4
	2
	
	15

	East Torrens
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	4


Hits:
Fulton, Duval 3, Dunn, McGarry, Spencer 2, Chapman, Ettridge, Vanderlinden 1

Next matches Sunday 13 March

Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan

Goodwood, home, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)

Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boydon and Tim Mead

Adelaide, home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00pm (report at 11.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Adelaide, home, on the Main Diamond
Starting at  12.30pm (report at 11.30am)
Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval
Golden Grove, home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00pm (report at 2.00pm)

Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Glenelg, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 9.30am (report at 8.30am)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Glenelg, home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 9.30am (report at 8.30am)

See You at the Ball Park
Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0407 979 793

