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The Club Scoreboard for Grand Final weekend 20 March
	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	2nd
	Little League Minor
	20
	defeated
	Glenelg
	3
	12
	2
	3

	GF
	Little League Major
	10
	lost to
	Sturt
	11
	2
	0
	1

	GF
	Under 14/1
	8
	defeated
	Sturt
	7
	2
	0
	1

	GF
	Under 16
	6
	lost to
	Sturt
	7
	2
	0
	1

	GF
	Under 18
	11
	defeated
	East Torrens
	6
	3
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


League MVP’s

Congratulations to all players who made the Top 5 list of vote getters in their respective Leagues this season. The Woodville Town Hall on Friday night was the venue for the annual SABL Junior Presentation Night and I am delighted to tell you that 3 West Torrens Eagles were acknowledged as the Best and Fairest player in their Division

Little League Minor South was won by Ethan Marchioro

Little League Major South was won by Curtis Mead

Under 14/1 was won by Sam McGarry

Congratulations to players announced as Top 5 vote getters

LL Minor South
Carl Grosser

LL Major South
Lachlan Eichner

Jarrod Miller

Cooper Boydon

Under 14/2
Brodie Nicol

Kyle Nicol

Under 16
Matthew Scharenberg (Runner Up)

Under 18

Dylan Chuck

Dylan Duval

Grand Final Wrap

The final installment of what was an incredible climax to the season was played out at West Torrens and Sturt Baseball Clubs this weekend. The Eagle Boys played in four Grand Finals winning two and losing two. Three of the four games were decided by the narrowest of margins and only the Under 18 boys gave the long suffering fans some peace of mind, starting with a 5 run lead going in to the last inning. 

The day started off under threatening skies with the Little League Major Eagles playing Sturt. Going into the bottom of the last inning scores were tied and we had bases loaded with none out. One run would take out the title. To Sturt’s credit, they didn’t blink, they struck the first batter out, got the second on a ground out to first and the runner coming home was tagged out going for the winning run and then we got rolled two – one in the shoot out extra inning. 

Over on the Main diamond, the Under 18 boys fell behind to a solid Red Sox team that once again brought a running game and dared us to stop them, however, a mishap with the relief pitcher for the Sox and with momentum on their side, the Eagle boys powered home for the club’s first win in this age group in 30 years. 

The dedicated supporters then headed East to Sturt to watch the Under 14 game and again, the Eagle boys spotted a big lead to the opposition only to come back from 2 – 6 down to post 3 runs in the top of the last and then pitched out the final frame for an unexpected win. 

The Under 16 game was also excruciatingly close, with the Eagles leading by two going in to the last. We got one out, but spent Matt Scharenberg who was right on his limit.  A tipped foul ball was the difference between a complete game and the final score, which to Sturt’s credit was posted by three consecutive doubles to win the game with two out in the final frame. An incredible day’s baseball played to the highest standard and a credit to all the participants and coaches. Unfortunately there can only be one winner on the day, and the two upset results show the fickle nature of Grand Finals. To get there is fantastic. To be in all four Division 1 finals was exceptional.

Minor boys go out with a bang!
The Little League Minor boys did all that they could do on Sunday. They dismantled the Bays pitching in each innings before mercy was declared after 4 with a 14 – 4 lead. Unfortunately, the other result we needed to go our way did not and with the Hawks win over Kensington, they sealed the premiership and left us wondering what might have been. A tough restart after Christmas, probably contributed to our ultimately falling short in calculations, but what a wonderful effort to be runners up with many of the boys in their first season of baseball.

Capping off a remarkable effort, Ethan Marchioro was named the Little League Minor South Best and Fairest player at the SABL Junior Presentation night last Friday. Congratulations to Ethan, and also to young Carl Grosser in his first year, who made top 5 in the League.

Well done and thank you to the two Andrews, Morgan and Scott for their excellent leadership this season. The boys have come on in leaps and bounds and are a credit to all the hard work put in to the team over the season.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	5
	3
	5
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	14

	Glenelg
	1
	0
	0
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	4


Little League Major Eagles fall at final hurdle
The Little League Major Eagles had just about done it all. Undefeated in all matches this season before Sunday’s Grand Final only to go down in the cruelest of circumstances by the narrowest of margins. What a match it was. 

Full credit to Sturt, they came to play and were not intimidated at all by our reputation. With Curtis Mead leading the pitching to Griffin Weber behind the plate, we had a solid starting unit, and although Sturt got off a to a good two run start, our boys came right back with three runs of their own to lead 3 – 2 after the 1st. 

Both pitchers settled into a rhythm and Curtis got out of the 2nd dig with no further damage on the scoreboard. Unfortunately, Sturt replied in kind. 3 – 2 up after 2. 

The top of the 3rd frame saw the Sturt boys plate another couple of runs and our single run reply left the match all square at 4 – 4 after 3. Another tight pitching performance and we crossed the half way point still all square after 4. 

Heading into the business end of the game and there was nothing in this match. Pitching changes to both teams, but still the game was tight. Sturt posted a go ahead run, only to be pegged back again for 5 – 5 after 5. In the 6th frame the Sturt boys made a potentially game breaking rally and posted 3 runs to which we were unable to reply. 5 – 8 down after 6 was looking ominous. 

We needed a low cost inning and get it we did. No runs in the top of the last frame and the Eagle boys had it all to do. With the top of the line up ready to go, we kept positive as Sturt made a final pitcher change. All sorts of mayhem broke loose as the Eagle bats went berserk. One run scores, Two runs score, the tying run crosses the plate and we are all square, bases loaded and none out in the bottom of the frame. Surely!! 

But it wasn’t to be. As I said earlier in the report, Sturt refused to blink, their young pitcher (surely a hero at Sturt this weekend) struck out our batter, then on the killer play, induced a soft ground out to first and on the force, the runner at third stormed home, only to see the ball arrive from first to get him out. The runner hesitated, the catcher dropped the ball, but the hesitation cost us, as the Sturt catcher had a chance to retrieve the ball and make the double play to stop us dead in the water tied up at 7 – 7 after 7!!! 

So, it was on to extra innings. Probably the first time either team had played for so long all season. Unfortunately for the Eagle boys, the Sturt lineup was able to produce two runs in the top of the 8th, and in spite of our best efforts we could only respond with a single run and it was not enough to stop the Saints causing the upset and snatching the Premiership from our grasp at the final hurdle. 

Needless to say, the spectators were left numb as the realisation dawned that this all-conquering team had somehow been beaten. That is sport. 

Congratulations to the boys. It was a remarkable season, almost perfect. We have unearthed another crop of talented juniors, and with experience and coaching, they will have more opportunities to make up for this day.

Congratulations to Curtis Mead who was announced as the Little League Major South Best and Fairest on Friday at the SABL Junior Medal Presentations. Congratulations also to Lachy Eichner, Jarrod Miller and Cooper Boydon who all placed in the Top 5 vote getters at the count.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	Sturt
	2
	0
	2
	0
	1
	3
	0
	2
	
	10

	West Torrens
	3
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	3
	1
	
	9


Hits (14) : Cooper Boydon 4, Jarrod Miller 3 , Nathan Collins 2, Lachy Eichner, Alex Martin, Curtis Mead, Jack Pillion, Luke Houston 1

Pitching:

	
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	ERA
	WHIP

	Curtis Mead
	4.66
	8
	5
	5
	3
	2
	9.64
	2.36

	Cooper Boydon
	3.33
	4
	5
	5
	4
	2
	13.51
	2.40


A Classic Grand Final 
It was a match that promised a lot and it certainly delivered. 

The Under 14/1 Grand Final between the two competition heavyweights. In one corner, the undefeated, indomitable Sturt team. In the other corner, the West Torrens Eagles who had not been able to conquer this rival team in three previous attempts, the most recent being a 1 – 2 loss in the qualifying final a fortnight earlier. Sturt had no less than 7 State players and 6 Australian players on their team. West Torrens was able to boast 5 State players and three Australian players. So it was an all-star match up. 

Leading off in the first was the ever reliable Mason Pickard who singled to right, stole second and was batted in with a deep sacrifice fly ball to centre by Sam McGarry. Declan Richter now fully recovered from his debilitating back complaint followed suit with an enormous smash deep and out over left field for the first home run of the Grand Final. 

With Mitch Duval retired it was our turn on the mound and with a starting line-up of Sam McGarry throwing to Mitch Duval, a tried and true combination was in place. With Declan Richter at first, Jack Scheer at second, Mason Pickard at Short Stop and Jonty Scharenberg at third backed up by Jonah Byrnes at left, Will Bourchier at centre and Elliott Weder at right, we had a well balanced line up. 

The first two batters got on with bases-on-balls and suddenly, we were a bit tight. It got worse as we picked up the lead runner with a fielder’s choice, but successive doubles from the Sturt 4 and 5 plated three runs in reply and still only one out. Nerves started to creep in and the next batter reached on an error and another run scored. Another walk was batted in before we finally got out of the inning having faced 10 batters and conceded 6 runs, 4 earned. So after a bright start, it was deflating to suddenly find ourselves 2 – 6 down after the 1st. 

Our second at bat reflected our frame of mind and we went 3 up, 3 down and had to face the music once again. However, great coaching work had settled Sam down and even a shaky start with a wild throw on a flip up to first did not hurt us as he sat them down in order from there. So it was 2 – 6 down after 2.

In the top of the third frame, we started to claw our way back into the game as Jack Scheer singled to centre, stole second and was batted in two batters later. The next on base was the result of an error, but Jonty Scharenberg who has been on a batting rampage since Christmas, doubled to right field scoring Jack and pushing Mason around to third with none out. Sam McGarry batted the next ball to third base whose throw home got Mason out before he could reach, but allowed Sam to make it to first. Declan Richter, in white hot form after his home run then smashed the ball for a single to left scoring Jonty and Sam for the second and third runs of the innings. After stealing second, Declan was caught stealing third and a Will Bourchier line out to third wrapped up the innings stranding Mitch Duval. Importantly however, we had restored belief in our ability to score and had drawn back to 5 – 6 behind. 

It was now important to shut the Sturt bats down, and shut them down we did with Sam pitching more and more confidently after his rough start, we sat the next three batters down in order. So it was 5 – 6 down after three nervous innings as both sides circled each other parrying attacks and looking for a weakness in the opposing flank. Another excellent fourth dig from Sturt, saw us threaten, but ultimately leave two runners on base. 

Sam was starting to throw with his usual control now, and after sitting the first two batters in the bottom of the fourth, the coaching staff made a bold move. They called Declan Richter to the mound for his first extended pitch since early February. Declan immediately K2’d the third out and he was away. Still down 5 – 6 after 4. 

In an increasingly tight contest where nothing was giving, we were sat down in order by some more tight pitching. Back to the mound came Declan and he immediately K2’d the first pair before a string of fouls earned a walk which was batted in by the next hitter who somehow managed to hit the ball in the pouring rain to centre for a double. He was eventually caught stealing third, but the damage had been done with another run on the board. 5 – 7 down after 5 innings.

Things were getting tense as Will Bourchier smashed a ball to centre for a single and unfortunately got picked off stealing second because, the next two batters earned walks and we would’ve had bases loaded with one out. However, it was not to be and a fly ball to right field by Mason was caught and we went back to the dugout having left two more out there. It was now the bottom of the 6th frame and Declan was becoming rampant. K2 , walk, K2 K2. Good night nurse!! 5 – 7 after 6.

So, we got to the final frame and there was the season, right there: Score at least two runs or that’s all she wrote.

Cometh the hour, cometh the man. 

Jonty Scharenberg has had a blistering last half of the season. Smash! Single to centre, runner at first, none out. Sam McGarry stepped into the box. Smash! Single to centre, runners at first and second, none out. Declan Richter worked a seven pitch walk. Bases loaded, none out. Mitch Duval smashes the ball, unfortunately, straight to first, who takes the catch but cannot prevent Jonty scoring. 1 down, 1 out, runners at second and third. Will Bourchier grounds the ball to second who fumbles the ball!! Will reaches, Sam scores, Declan scores, the Eagles do the unthinkable and hit the lead. Jonah Byrnes steps up, single to right. The rally is cut short with a pop up to left by Elliott, but the boys have given themselves a chance. Will it be enough? 

In August 2010, Declan Richter was chosen to play for Australia in the Cal Ripken World Series, again in January he pitched for South Australia in the Under 14 Nationals pitching his team into third place with a masterful performance against Queensland. Now it was West Torrens’ turn and the hour for Declan arrived. Following his comeback from injury, he had produced sustained brilliance on the mound. Could he now hold the formidable heart of the Sturt batting lineup and help the Eagles pull off a sporting comeback of epic proportions. 

Up stepped the first batter. Called strike, ball, single to left. Tying run at first. Next batter up, called strike, swinging strike, K2! 1st out. Tying run at first.

Next batter, ball, called strike, ball on the ground to second, Jack Scheer flips the ball to Mason who steps on the base and throws to first for the double play but NO! SAFE! According to the umpire. 2 out. Runner at first. Next batter up. This lad had homered against us earlier in the year. However, Declan, in scintillating form, was too strong and he induced a ground ball, picked up by Mason Pickard at Short Stop, who as he has done countless times over the last twelve months, slotted the ball straight to Sam McGarry, now on first, for the final out of the game and the Eagles had pulled off the unbelievable, the unthinkable!!

In the euphoria, a special mention to young Mario Casazza, who sat on the bench waiting for a chance that never came in this tight affair. Mario was disappointed, but he should be proud to claim his part in the premiership. The sum of the parts of this club are greater than the whole and you were an integral part.

Commiserations must go out Sturt. We know the boys very well from our State and National team experience together, and its hard watching your mates wear a loss like that. The Sturt team was the benchmark all year, and it took an incredible pitching performance, followed up with a never-say-die attitude at the plate to bridge and eventually overcome the deficit and hold out this great team. To the Eagle boys, just incredible. Be humble in victory. Savour the moment. Well done to Mark Duval, Burke Weber, Bob Baker and the ever-present supporters who have followed us around all season.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	2
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3
	
	
	8

	Sturt
	6
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	
	
	7


Hits (10): Jonty Scharenberg, Jack Scheer, Declan Richter (HR) 2, Mason Pickard, Sam McGarry, Will Bourchier, Jonah Byrnes 1

	
	PA
	AB
	R
	H
	RBI
	BB
	SO
	AVG

	Pickard M.
	4
	3
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	.333

	Scharenberg J.
	4
	4
	2
	2
	1
	0
	0
	.500

	McGarry S.
	4
	3
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	.333

	Richter D.
	4
	3
	2
	2
	3
	1
	0
	.666

	Duval M.
	4
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	.000

	Bourchier W.
	4
	4
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	.250

	Byrnes J.
	4
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	.250

	Weder E.
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	.000

	Scheer J.
	3
	2
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1.000

	
	35
	29
	8
	10
	7
	5
	1
	.345


Pitching:

	
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	ERA
	WHIP

	Sam McGarry
	3.66
	4
	6
	4
	3
	3
	9.82
	1.9

	Declan Richter
	3.33
	2
	1
	1
	2
	7
	2.7
	1.2


Scharenberg masterpiece to no avail
Riding the shoulders of the impressive young left hander Matthew Scharenberg, this team of never say die battlers worked their way to a Grand Final show down with arch nemesis Sturt. Leading by two in a see-sawing affair going into the last frame, this was a brave performance from the Eagle boys but the Sturt team held on grimly and eventually swatted successive doubles to pull the rug from under the team and claim a two out walk off win in the bottom of the last innings. A gutting blow to the team who had worked so hard to set the win up, but were just not able to hold out Sturt, whose power hitting in the clutch gave them a deserved and memorable victory. Incredibly, this was the third match of the day between these two great clubs, decided by a single run!

The game itself started off well with a Jack Hambly double to right being pushed around by a Nico Vanderlinden single to Short Stop and then scored with a Matt Scharenberg single to centre. Unfortunately, we left the two runners on base, but still a 1 – 0 lead in the middle in the Grand Final was good. Sturt showed that they were not going to be intimidated however, and with Matt Scharenberg on the mound, a nine pitch triple to centre was a feisty reply. The next batter stepped to the plate and grounded into a fielders choice to Short Stop whose throw to home was mishandled for Sturt’s replying run. The next batter reached on a fielder’s choice getting the lead runner at second and when the fourth batter popped out to left, we were in good shape. Unfortunately, we then gifted a base to the next runner mishandled by third base. The 6th batter of the innings wouldn’t you know doubles both runners in to right and we are down 1 – 3. The inning is mopped up but 2 down after 1.

After this, the game settled into a real arm wrestle as both pitchers tightened the game up, but the Eagles clawed their way back. Neither team added to the score in the second, but in the top of the third, A Nico Vanderlinden single to centre was backed up by an error and then an RBI single to left by Brad Dedrick. Again though, the bottom of the order left the runs out on base. With Matt now in full swing, the Sturt boys were having trouble and in spite of giving up a double to left, no damage on the scoreboard, and 2 – 3 down after 3.

Into the 4th, and in spite of getting a runner on, missed signals cost us and we were retired in order for no additional runs. Matt just kept on powering away and Sturt were starting to swing at shadows. Still 2 – 3 down after 4.

Onto the 5th and things are getting very tense. The Eagles through another Nico Vanderlinden single to left, score again as Nico is driven in by another Brad Dedrick hit, this time a double to right. Unfortunately again, we left the runs out their having tied the game up at 3 – 3 in the middle of the 5th. Not to be outdone, the Sturt boys found some timing against Schazza and successive singles, resulted in base runners, one of whom we caught stealing at third by a Nico rocket throw, but the traling runner was scored by a double two batters later and Sturt took a one run lead again. 3 – 4 after 5. 

Crunch time in the game! The bottom of the Eagles order started to understand their strike zone and three successive walks were eventually converted, when a single from Jack Hambly drove Ethan Haylock home and a Nico Vanderlinden ground ball to short stop pushed Lucas Hunter home, but lost our trailing runner to a fielder’s choice. A final ground out to 2nd stranded Nico, but the Eagles had hit the lead 5 – 4 in the middle of the penultimate frame. With Matty getting on in his pitch count anxious eyes started to look at his numbers and 4 batter inning for no further score left us in the delicate position of 10 pitches left for the final three outs. 5 – 4 up after 6.

Into the final dramatic stanza, and the Eagles started well again with a powerful single by Brad Dedrick, being followed by a fielders choice by James Appleton that picked off Brad at second. Ethan Haylock’s next play was identical grounding a fielders choice to lose James at second. Lucas Hunter stepped up and smashed a double to left and Ethan stormed around from 1st to score, before a walk and a ground out left us with a two run lead and three outs to get. The final at bats started well. K2 from 3 pitches. 7 remaining. The second at bat, probably won the game for Sturt, as Matt got 0 and 2 on the first two pitches before giving up a walk and using up all 7 remaining pitches. Matt left the mound having removed all but two batters and the team holding a two run lead. The unfortunate task of trying to get the final two outs, fell to Jack Hambly. A first pitch double to left. Jack was now facing the heart of the Sturt lineup and true to their batting position, the next lad smashed a second pitch double to left tying the game and still only 1 out. The next at bat was a repeat of the previous at bat, a second pitch smash to left and the winning run was tagged as it crossed the plate!! Two out, scores tied, runner at second. The final at bat, as it turned out was another single to centre, and though the throw to home was close, and the runner did not touch the plate, the umpire decreed he had and the game was over. An extraordinary comeback by the Sturt boys, all great hits under pressure. Pure heartbreak for the Eagle boys, who got so close and earned enormous respect for a gutsy finals campaign that fell short by a whisker.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	West Torrens
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	2
	1
	
	
	6

	Sturt
	3
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	
	
	7


Hits (11): Nico Van der Linden, Brad Dedrick 3, Jack Hambly 2, Matt Scharenberg, Lucas Hunter, Connor Foley 1

	
	PA
	AB
	R
	H
	RBI
	BB
	SO
	AVG

	Byrnes N.
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	.000

	Hambly J.
	4
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	.666

	Vanderlinden N.
	4
	4
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0
	.750

	Scharenberg M.
	4
	3
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	.333

	Dedrick B.
	4
	4
	0
	3
	3
	0
	1
	.750

	Dineen T.
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	.000

	Nicol R.
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	.000

	Appleton J.
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	.000

	Haylock E.
	4
	2
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	.000

	Hunter L.
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	.333

	Foley C.
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1.000

	
	37
	29
	6
	10
	6
	7
	4
	.345


Pitching:

	
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	ERA
	WHIP

	Matt Scharenberg
	6.33
	7
	5
	2
	3
	5
	2.84
	1.58

	Jack Hambly
	0.33
	4
	2
	2
	0
	0
	54.55
	12.12


Eagles confirm number 1 ranking
Just a fortnight earlier, this team was sitting second behind an undefeated East Torrens, having been blasted at home and away during the regular season, so it was with some degree of apprehension that we had to face them at Red Sox Nation. History now shows that we successfully overcame that hurdle, before disposing of our 2010 nemesis Glenelg at the Nest last week, to set up this home Grand Final once again against the strong Redsox outfit.

The Nest was looking particularly resplendent on Sunday morning and the boys looked sharp as they went through their pre-game routines. The pleasantries done and both teams shaped up for business. The Eagles had settled on the white hot Dylan Chuck to pitch to Joel Chapman, with the legendary first baseman Mitch Harvey in his element. Tom McGarry at second, Nathan Vanderlinden at Short Stop, Joel Ettridge at third backed up by Bryce Fulton at left, Dylan Duval at centre and James Spencer at right. 

The first frame was a brilliant start by Chucky as he got the first two batters to pop up, to 2nd and 3rd respectively before the third batter grounded out to third. 3 up, 3 down. At the plate, the Eagles started ominously. A seven pitch smash to deep centre by Dylan Duval that was caught was followed by a walk to Tom McGarry and a single to centre by Mitch Harvey and both advanced on a wild pitch. With runners at second and third with one out, things looked good. Unfortunately another great hit to centre was held and the run did not come home for the sacrifice and the next batter popped up to third stranding the runners. A promising, but unfulfilled start. 0 – 0 after 1.

The Sox then replied with a power drive second pitch to right that put the batter at second. A wild pitch put him at third with none out. In spite of holding the runner for the next two outs, the third at bat, hit a bleeder perfectly between 2nd, centre and right for an RBI single before we finally got out of there. In the bottom of the frame, a hit by pitch was left out there by successive ground balls. 0 – 1 down after 2.

The third inning saw Chucky just lose his radar a little and successive hit by pitch curve balls were cleaned up by good support from the field and no runs given up. The Eagles finally got on the scoreboard when a Dylan Duval lead off walk was pushed around by a Tom McGarry single to right. A Mitch Harvey ground ball pushed the runners up, before the bases were loaded when Nathan Vanderlinden drew a walk. Dylan Chuck then pile drove the ball to deep centre field to score Dylan Duval. The subsequent pop fly to right left two more runs out on the bases. 1 – 1 after 3.

The top of the fourth saw the Red Sox grab the lead again when a lead off single and a stolen base was pushed in by successive ground outs. And our three up three down reply left us down 1 – 2 after 4. 

The fifth inning demonstrated just what an arm wrestle this had become as both pitchers were at the top of their game and after three up three down for the Sox, we replied with a lead off walk that was left out there by successive ground outs. 1 – 2 down after 5

The sixth inning was when the incredible pressure that the game was being played under, started to affect both teams and the red pencil came out. It started off innocently enough with a lead off single to short stop, but the next batter reached on a wild throw. The next batter reached on an incomplete fielders choice that did not get the lead runner going home. With typical Red Sox tactics, they kept the pressure on the field as runners kept aggressively challenging for bases and another unnecessary attempt to pick off a runner going to second missed the target and another runner came home. A wild pitch brought the third run in and the wheels were starting to wobble. Finally some sanity returned before another error put a runner at first and a subsequent hit by pitch put another runner on before we finally cleaned up having given up three runs, only 1 earned. However, as I suggested, both teams were under the pump and when our lead off Dylan Chuck reached on a wild throw from third, a chink in the previously solid defense appeared. Joel Ettridge then stepped up and played the ball to Short Stop who also made a wild throw and suddenly we had clawed an unearned run back AND got a runner at second with none out. A Joel Chapman walk signaled the end for East Torrens’ starter, who had a done a great job, and his replacement sat Bryce Fulton on a 1 pitch pop up to first. Coach Ettridge started to make tactical moves himself and placed Matt Scharenberg in the line up, and his second pitch single to left scored another run for us. On the next pitch to Dylan Duval, in an incredible incident, Matt Scharenberg stole second and in the attempt to pick him off, the throw from the Sox catcher hit the pitcher on the elbow, causing an injury delay. Upon the resumption, the first pitch was a curve ball that got away and we crossed the plate again for the third run of the inning, all red. A K2 was followed by a two out RBI single to short stop by Tom McGarry that brought Matt Scharenberg home and the scores were suddenly tied away 5 – 5 after 6. 

At the change of innings, Dylan Chuck who had thrown a great game, was relieved by Nathan Vanderlinden and went to Short Stop. Nathan wasted no time, K2’ing the first batter and getting a ground out to follow up. He then walked the third batter he faced and successive wild pitches put the runner on third with two out. Another walk had runners at first and third before a wild throw scored another unearned run before finally Nathan secured a K2 to get out of there with just the one run scored. The 7th inning was the premiership inning for us. With their relief pitcher unable to return, the Sox had to turn to their second reliever and the boys went to work. A lead off single to centre by Nathan Vanderlinden and a subsequent wild pitch allowed Dylan Chuck get Nathan to third on a single to right. When Joel Ettridge was walked, we were bases loaded and none out. Joel Chapman stepped up and smashed the 6th pitch he saw to deep centre scoring Nathan and a subsequent error by centre allowed Chucky to score. Bryce Fulton stepped up and pile drove a 2 RBI double to centre scoring both Joels, Etto and Chappy. Still none out! Matt Scharenberg smashed a ball deep to left but it was caught. Dylan Duval grounded out for 2 out. Tom McGarry then drew a walk before Mitch Harvey singled to short stop. Batting around Nathan Vanderlinden then flew out to right filed leaving the two runs out there, but the damage had been done with 5 earned runs giving us a 10 – 6 lead after 7.

Now with a comfortable 4 run buffer, Nathan took over on the mound and sat down the first two batters before giving up a single that did not hurt us when the fourth batter was out at Short Stop. Into the bottom of the 8th and a lead off walk by Dylan Chuck saw him picked off. Joel Ettridge’s ground out left us with some work to do to add to our score. Joel Chapman drew a walk and Bryce Fulton’s single to right pushed Chappy around to third before Thomas Dunn entered the game and drew a walk and a subsequent wild pitch saw Chappy steal home before Dylan Duval KC’d leaving runners out there. 11 – 6 up after 8.

Nathan went back to work to put the seal on a premiership, and seal it in style he did. Pitching to the heart of the Sox line up, Nathan K2’d a desperate lead off, forced a ground ball 6 to 3 and K2’s the final out for the win and the Premiership as he was mobbed on the mound by his jubilant team mates. A special mention to Justin Zammit, who was unfortunate not to get into the game. The boys recognised Justin’s contribution to the team and he justifiably celebrated the win with his team mates.

A memorable win, by an incredibly talented team. They have set a high bench mark over the years, but incredibly, this win marked the first premiership in over 30 years at this age group, which is astonishing given the talent that has played in that time.

	Grand Final
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	Total

	East Torrens
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	3
	1
	0
	6

	West Torrens
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4
	5
	1
	
	11


Hits(10) : Bryce Fulton, Tom McGarry, Mitchell Harvey 2, Dylan Chuck, Matthew Scharenberg, Nathan Vanderlinden, Joel Chapman 1

	
	PA
	AB
	R
	H
	RBI
	BB
	SO
	AVG

	Duval D.
	6
	4
	1
	0
	0
	2
	2
	.000

	McGarry T.
	5
	3
	0
	2
	1
	2
	0
	.666

	Harvey M.
	5
	5
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	.400

	Vanderlinden N.
	5
	4
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	.250

	Chuck D.
	5
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	0
	.333

	Ettridge J.
	5
	3
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	.000

	Chapman J.
	5
	3
	2
	1
	1
	2
	0
	.333

	Fulton B.
	5
	5
	1
	2
	2
	0
	1
	.400

	Spencer J.
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	.000

	Scharenberg M.
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1.000

	Dunn T.
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	.000

	
	45
	33
	11
	10
	6
	9
	3
	.333


Pitching:

	
	IP
	H
	R
	ER
	BB
	SO
	ERA
	WHIP

	Dylan Chuck
	6
	4
	5
	3
	1
	2
	4.50
	0.83

	Nathan Vanderlinden
	3
	1
	1
	0
	2
	5
	0.00
	1.00


Junior Presentation Night

A reminder to come and celebrate the season and its successes at the club this Friday night, 25 March at 6.30 for 7.00pm

Uniform Returns

Please return your laundered Uniforms this Friday night before the Presentations from 6.45 to 7.30pm. Refunds will be presented upon receipt of uniform in good condition
See You at the Ball Park
Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0407 979 793

