West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for the weekend 5 and 6 February
	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	11
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	10
	9
	1
	1

	1st
	Little League Major
	18
	defeated
	Glenelg
	12
	10
	0
	0

	2nd
	Under 14/2
	12
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	4
	8
	0
	2

	2nd
	Under 14/1
	11
	defeated
	Woodville
	0
	11
	0
	1

	2nd
	Under 16
	10
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	4
	8
	1
	3

	2nd
	Under 18
	14
	defeated
	Golden Grove
	6
	10
	0
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	Division 1
	9
	defeated
	Port Adelaide
	3
	12
	1
	8

	4th
	Division 2
	4
	defeated
	Port Adelaide
	1
	11
	1
	4

	3rd
	Division 3
	1
	lost to
	Kensington
	9
	9
	1
	5

	10th
	Division 4
	1
	lost to
	Kensington
	5
	2
	1
	12

	6th
	Division 6
	3
	lost to
	Southern Districts
	4
	8
	0
	7


Tee Ball Frenzy at the Nest

On a glorious day for Baseball last Sunday, the nest was swamped with generation next as our baby Eagles stretched their wings on the junior diamonds in a Tee Ball fiesta that we share with other clubs in our zone: Sturt, Kensington and Southern Districts. Mentored by no less than current Australian Little League coach Burke Weber, Australian Baseball Hall of Famer and West Torrens great Andrew Scott and the ‘Grande Boulangere’ himself Robert Baker, this team played a round robin carnival as part of a four piece symphony conducted at each club over the summer. At the end of the carnival, every player gets a drink and a sausage from the BBQ, the coaches address the teams and a ‘best player’ award is given to each team. West Torrens best player last Sunday was none other than 6 year old son of a gun Oscar (OJ) Weber whose play at second base certainly put his old man in his place for guts and determination!! No less important too were the efforts of the other youngsters who we hope will join the Eagles on the Baseball Diamond when they are old enough to join the Little League Minor team. A special thank you to Scott Salisbury (whose son Jack played) from Scott Salisbury Homes, for sponsoring the uniforms. The kids looked great. Thanks also to John and Viv Weber for managing and scoring for the team on the day. Also Bob and Scotty ended up umpiring the whole carnival, so thank you for your sacrifice. Thanks to Yvette Peckham in the Canteen for cooking and serving the sausages and drinks after a hard day in the Canteen.

Thanks to all the Mums and Dads and Grandies that came out to support the boys. It made for a great atmosphere around the club and the boys would’ve been greatly encouraged by all your positive support of their efforts as they make their initial forays onto the sporting field.

Adelaide Bite in the Championship Series

In a magnificent performance on Sunday afternoon, the Adelaide Bite rebounded from facing a no-hitter on Friday night in Sydney, and leveling the series on Saturday night, to winning the series in an incredible 15 inning, 5 hour marathon at Blacktown Olympic Park. No doubt many of you spent some time over the summer at Norwood Oval as this exciting new National Competition recommenced. It is exciting to see the team make the Championship game after playing some fantastic baseball this summer. The team play the Perth Heat in the title series commencing Friday night in Perth. The matches will be broadcast live on PayTV (Fox Sports 3) starting at 6.30pm Adelaide time. Game 2 will be on Fox Sports 1 on Saturday, also starting at 6.30pm. Game 3 if required will be on Fox Sports 3 at 2.30pm.

The opportunities for our young up and coming players to play this fantastic game on a National stage is now greater than ever. All aspiring youngsters should be working hard on their game. 

It is interesting to note that the Bite do have import players, of whom Jamie McOwen is starting at Centre Field, Quincy Latimore is Designated Hitter, Brandon Maurer and Mark Brackman are on the Pitching staff and Brandon Bantz is the catcher. 

Fantastically for local baseball, the rest of the team are local players. First baseman Scott Gladstone is from Kensington, as is starting pitcher Dushan Ruzic and back ups Ryan Murphy and Nick Talbot. Left fielder Ben Wigmore is from Goodwood, as is starting pitcher Darren Fidge as is third baseman Stefan Welch. Glenelg’s pitcher Chris Lawson and outfielder Dan Wilson play locally as does Short Stop Jeremy Cresswell from Golden Grove and second baseman Josh Cakebread is from Port Adelaide. Sturt pitchers Paul Mildren and Tom Becker are also on the roster for the Bite. We look forward in the near future for one of our Eagle players to be called onto the roster (remembering of course that our Korean slugger Yong-Sup Kwak was on the team for a greater part of the season. Yong-Sup is making up for lost time and has been cranking the ball out of the park on a regular basis.

Little League Minor Eagles win a see-sawing encounter
In a thriller at the nest, the Scott/Morgan coaching combination had to pull out all stops to get the boys over the line. The Southerners went out to bat first and plated the maximum, and we played catch up from then on as we could only manage 4 ourselves. The second dig compounded things as we held the Hawks to just four but only two of our own meant that we trailed by 3 and with another run in the top of the third (and what turned out to be the last dig) meant that we had to score a maximum for the win. As most Eagles teams do, the lads dug deep and pulled it out of the fire with a walk off fifth run to secure a thriller and calm the nerves of the excited spectators and coaches. Great job to the boys. In a tight race to the finish, this keeps us at the head of the table.

Little League Major Eagles win a run fest
This game went over 5 and a half innings or 11 half innings, 5 of which produced maximum run counts. Fortunately for us, 3 of those innings were from Eagle bats. Being able to shut down the Tiger bats for three innings meant that our 18 runs were enough to hold on for the win. With three games remaining in the regular season, the Little League Major Eagles are sitting on top three games clear almost guaranteeing the minor premiership. The challenge for the boys now is take their game to an even higher plane and make sure that we are the best that we can be. Finals ball games are different, they are played under greater pressure and we have to be able to execute our plays in this environment. Therefore, I urge all players to get out there on Wednesdays and Fridays and work hard with coaches Boydon and Mead to make sure that we know the play before it happens.

Bertie’s Eagles smother Hawks

The Under 14/2 team lead by Burke Weber, went down south for an early start against the Southern Districts Hawks and emerged winners keeping the opposition down to 3 whilst posting 12 ourselves. Sitting three games clear in second and two back of top side Goodwood, this outfit will play finals baseball. Their challenge comes next week when we face the Indians in our last minor round encounter. Our challenge will be to beat them and then follow this up with a finals win, hopefully in the big one on Grand Final day. Lets see you all out their on Wednesday and Friday for practice.

Eagles blank Senators
This week pitted our back to full strength Under 14/1 team against a talented Woodville side. With Declan Richter starting to Jack Scheer, the Senator batting lineup was always going to be tested. Posting runs in every at bat, we were consistent at the plate, rather than overpowering, eventually putting 11 runs across the plate, we nevertheless, left several runners out there. Great hitting from Declan Richter and solid support from the rest of the lineup was enough to take the win. Defensively, we were excellent. As predicted, the Senators had little answer for Declan’s power pitching and location. However, nursing a sore back, Declan could only manage an inning before retiring from the mound and spending the rest of the game in discomfort at Centre field (whilst still smashing the ball at the plate!!). This brought Sam McGarry to the mound for three innings and he pitched superbly and received great support from his field. Mitch Duval relieved Sam in the fifth and sixth before Mason Pickard hosed it all down in the seventh inning that featured a classy double play pitcher to short stop to first base for a 1 to 6 to 3 put out. A couple of scattered hits and bases on balls were left unconverted and we held the Senators scoreless. Good hits also to Jack Scheer and Jonty Scharenberg and it was a solid all round team performance.

With the finals looming this team is one game out of top spot with three games to play. We go head to head with top-side Sturt next week. It now becomes imperative that everyone is out at training, working hard at improving your game. Sturt have set an excellent standard this season and we are going to have to pull out all stops to have a chance of winning. The challenge is there for us all.  

Hawks held by Eagles at the nest
The Under 16 Eagles (who had been sitting in fourth spot) lead by Grant Puckett in Robbie Dineen’s absence had a solid outing against the then third placed Southern Districts and emerged clear winners with a 10 to 4 scoreline. Strengthened by the return of Matthew Scharenberg and Nico Vanderlinden, the Eagles came in behind Jack Hambly and a couple of runs early courtesy of swirling outfield pop ups that proved too slippery, we plated a solid four runs in reply to end the first 2 runs up. From then on, our defense tightened and a sequence of goose eggs was avoided by a pair of lazy singles. In the meantime the Eagle bats produced consistent runs to open up the final spread. With Matt Scharenberg closing, the Hawks were always going to find it hard and so it proved.

This competition is unbelievably close with half a game between first placed Sturt and ourselves now in second spot with Glenelg and Southern Districts dropping half a game behind us as a result of the weekend head to head matches. With more to come, this division is going to go down to the wire and may well determine the outcome of the Junior Championship. We have no more head to head matches with Sturt, so we must now win every game coming home and hope that Sturt drop one to ensure top place. Keeping our minds on our own task is all that we can do and with the run in to finals, it is now more imperative than ever for the boys to be training as a team on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Eagles second trip to the Grove for second win this year
In one of those annoying anachronisms that no one can explain why, we had to make a second journey out to Golden Grove instead of their making a complementary trip out west. Nevertheless, the travels were not in vain as the Under 18 bats exploded in the first inning in what Jack Vanderlinden described as the best he has seen us bat in a long time. The boys posted 7 unanswered runs followed by another in the second to lead the Dodger outfit through the middle of the game. Closing out with another 6 meant a 14 to 1 lead before an untimely incident that saw the Dodgers pitcher collide with their catcher and the game halted, did we lose concentration allowing 5 runs to score before closing out for a 14 – 6 win.

Sitting two games behind East Torrens, and three games clear of third, this team should finish second and it is now time for them to ramp up their training, with State commitments removed, we must now get to as much training as we can to bring our standard up so that we can potentially challenge the top side in a final. 
Friday Night Teas
The committee has decided to discontinue the practice of organizing meals at the club on Friday nights. The bar will still be open from 5pm for anyone wishing to catch up. Thanks for supporting this concept in the past and helping out when you were rostered to serve meals.

Division 1
The Senior team lead by Sam Tibbits is currently sitting in second position. We have our Byes on successive weeks, (go figure) meaning that our A grade team will have two weeks leading into the finals with no baseball!! However, worrying about things that we can control, the Senior Squad are going to play an internal trial match with a Barbecue running to which all families are invited. The game will be played on Saturday February 19 from 5pm. It may be a good opportunity for a family outing if you are at a loose end, so think about getting down their and having a look at the senior team go through their paces.

Next matches Sunday 12 February 2011

Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan

Hawks, away, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)

Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boydon and Tim Mead

Kensington, at home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Goodwood, away, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.30 pm (report at 11.30am)
Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Northern Districts, away on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 12.30pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 16: 


Coach:
Grant Puckett
Woodville, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 12.30 pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Glenelg, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

PS: Please note that I now have a new mobile phone number

0407 979 793

See You at the Ball Park
Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0407 979 793

