West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for the weekend 20 February
	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	2nd
	Little League Minor
	10
	drew
	Sturt
	10
	9
	2
	2

	1st
	Little League Major
	19
	defeated
	Goodwood
	11
	12
	0
	0

	2nd
	Under 14/2
	14
	defeated
	Saints
	4
	10
	0
	2

	2nd
	Under 14/1
	2
	lost to
	Sturt
	4
	12
	0
	2

	4th
	Under 16
	6
	lost to
	Glenelg
	7
	8
	1
	5

	2nd
	Under 18
	8
	defeated
	Kensington
	2
	12
	0
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5th
	Division 1
	
	
	BYE
	3
	12
	1
	8

	4th
	Division 2
	
	
	BYE
	1
	11
	1
	4

	3rd
	Division 3
	6
	defeated
	Henley & Grange
	5
	10
	1
	6

	10th
	Division 4
	0
	lost to
	Henley & Grange
	10
	2
	1
	14

	6th
	Division 6
	18
	defeated
	Henley & Grange
	2
	9
	0
	8


Final Baseball coming up

Another outstanding season draws to a close this weekend with the completion of the 2010/11 Minor Round of Matches for all grades except the Little League Minor boys whose season continues for another 3 weeks in lieu of finals, with the premiership decided on a League table basis. At this point of the season, all junior teams have cemented a finals berth, with the all-conquering Little League Major team on the verge of finishing the minor round undefeated in first place. The Under 14’s are both firmly in second position and will play the qualifying finals at the away venues. The Under 16’s face the greatest challenge, having to come from fourth spot in an elimination round in the first week and the Under 18’s also cannot finish higher or lower than second, meaning a qualifying final at an away venue. The first order of business however, must be to complete the season as well as possible, and the challenge is there for all teams to play finals style baseball this weekend and ensure that we have some momentum heading into another finals series. It goes without saying that winter sports need to take a back seat until our finals commitments are concluded. Do of course make contact with those sporting organisations and establish your intentions.

Little League Minor Eagles draw with Sturt
It is becoming an incredibly tight race with just four weeks remaining in the Little League Minor South competition, the Eagles were held to a 10 all draw by a Sturt side mounting a case to be ranked on top. Leading off with 3 runs in the bottom of the first dig, the Eagle boys looked comfortable, unfortunately Sturt came right back at us to tie it up with three of their own in the top of the second frame. A sole run in reply meant that we held the narrowest of leads. Sturt then maxed out in the top of the third frame to go 4 up and our three runs meant that we were 1 down after 4. Going in to what turned out to be the final dig, the Saints posted two more runs meaning that we needed three to tie it up, four to win. As luck would have it, we tied it up with another three run inning, but were unable to get the winning run across the plate. This mix and Goodwood’s inaction, means that our win percentage has fallen .04 of a percent behind the now top ranked Goodwood. In a tight run home, Goodwood, West Torrens, Hawks (Southern Districts) and Sturt can all win the premiership. Come on Eagles!!

Little League Major Eagles in charge against the Tribe
Facing another mismatch against  a lower ranked team, the Eagles threw things around this week and were able to come up with the goods in the form of a 19 – 11 victory at the reservation. Featuring trademark aggression at the plate, the boys posted two maximum scores and two four run digs to post six innings of solid top of the table ball. With the finals looming, no doubt Coaches Boydon and Mead have upped the ante at training to ensure that these boys are cherry ripe for the occasion.

Bertie’s Eagles bounce the Saints
The Under 14/2’s maintained their momentum in their march to the finals by posting another win against the Sturt Saints team by a margin of 14 – 4. This result is all the more meritorious given that injury and positional moves in the 14/1 team necessitated two boys moving teams. Not that it mattered to the Eagle boys who took the bit between the teeth and racked up a 5 run first inning to counter what had been a solid outing for the Sturt boys for 3. Backing this up, the boys were able to hold the Sainters to just one more run for the game whilst posting runs on the board every at bat, save for the final dig. A comprehensive effort and one that must have pleased coach Weber given that Elliott came up to pitch against Sturt and last week’s home run hitter Mario Casazza was also called up. Unable to be displaced from second spot now, this team will no doubt work very hard on the basics to make sure that we are ready to take on Goodwood in a fortnight.
Battle of the top teams worthy of its billing
Following on from the promise of a one-versus-two-match-up, the two most talented teams in the League slugged it out at the nest on Sunday. In going down by a score of 2 – 4, the Eagle boys had absolutely nothing to be ashamed of, the Sturt team simply proved why they are the top ranked team by coming up with the clutch hits in a match where very few had been offered. A four run fifth overcoming our two single runs either side of this. Having lost star pitcher Declan Richter, the team had to draw on all its resources calling up youngsters Elliott Weder and Mario Casazza from the 2’s to play roles in this big game. Sam McGarry, relishing the opportunity to lead from the front, took up the cudgels on the mound throwing to Mitch Duval. His duel with Sturt ace Charlie Goldsworthy was fantastic with both lads pitching with control and offering very few opportunities for either line up. Going deep into the fourth inning having struck out 4 batters, coach Baker decided it was time to introduce Elliott with two out, two on and Sturt’s best hitter at bat. Elliott responded brilliantly inducing a ground ball to get out of the dig unscathed. The bottom of the fourth and it was Sturt who blinked first with Sam McGarry reaching on an error, stealing second, then getting to third and scoring on a wild throw. At this point Sturt’s will power took over and it was our turn to blink and two unfortunate errors was the chink that Sturt were looking for. Mitch Duval came on to pitch after Elliott threw only 12 pitchers in facing three batters. Jack Scheer came in behind the plate and two passed balls coughed up two runs and the lead before a single was batted in by a home run to deep left leaving us trailing 1 – 4 in a heartbeat. Such are the vagaries of the game. 

After smashing a double to centre, Sam McGarry was batted in by a Will Bourchier single, but it was ultimately not enough as the Sturt boys held their nerve and recorded the win with a final out pick off at first. A great contest and a worthy result, and a delight to see Coach Ken Henry back assisting the team.

Eagles fall just short against the Tigers
In a see-sawing encounter, the Under 16 Eagles were held to narrow loss by the slenderest of margins. Missing Matt Scharenberg, the boys dug deep and Jack Hambly lead off on the mound to Nathan Byrnes behind the dish. After swapping single runs in the first frame, the Tigers posted three runs on some passed ball errors and some strategic hitting. Although the Eagles bounced back, the two runs left us in arrears by a run and a margin that we were unable to overcome in the remaining innings as both teams mirrored the other for the remainder of the game. In no danger of dropping out of the finals race, this does however, extinguish our chance of finishing on top, and condemns us to the elimination rounds in the first week of the finals. Thanks to the Under 14 boys who gave their support to the team and helped fill some gaps for stand in coach Wayne Hambly. The main highlight of the day was an in the park home run by Nico Vanderlinden and a stand up double that might have been converted too with an ounce of luck. 

Under 18 Eagles start slowly against Kensington
After a tremendously up-tempo performance last week, the team was a little sluggish, with a lead off walk flubbed by misunderstood signals, and an eventual donut on the scoreboard. Maintaining their momentum, the Cardies, teed off on starter Dylan Chuck and batting in a lead off walk, after some average defense, we suddenly found ourselves looking down the barrel of a two run deficit. Settling down to the task at hand, Bryce Fulton crossed the plate in the top of the second frame to cut the deficit in half. Dylan Chuck also settled into his rhythm, and his command and control were outstanding as he kept the Cardie lineup off balance. Blowing by them with fast-balls and then his dancing curveball delivered the coup-de-grace as batter after batter had no answer to his accuracy and control. Hitting the lead for the first time in the fourth, the team started to pile on the pressure with bases being loaded when up stepped Dylan Duval who promptly smote a Grand Slam over the left field fence to blow the game wide open. Following Dylan on the mound Nathan Vanderlinden threw a couple of immaculate innings against a now disconsolate batting lineup before Bryce Fulton put the icing on in the final frame.

This was a solid performance, and Kensington’s young starter Wark was very impressive with his control. The Kensington team are largely eligible Under 16, so are looking to the future with this development team, who, it must be said, gave up a feisty performance before being overtaken by the class of this team. No doubt, Coach Ettridge will be looking for more now that the finals are just around the corner.

Next matches Sunday 27 February 2011

Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan

Saints, home, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)

Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boydon and Tim Mead

Adelaide, home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00 pm (report at 11.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Southern Districts, away, on the Main Diamond
Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)
Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Robert Baker
Southern Districts, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 12.30pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
East Torrens, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00 pm (report at 2.00pm)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Goodwood, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

PS: Please note that I now have a new mobile phone number

0407 979 793

See You at the Ball Park
Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0407 979 793

