West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for this weekend

	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	9
	drew 
	Goodwood
	9
	6
	1
	1

	1st
	Little League Major
	14
	defeated
	Adelaide
	6
	8
	0
	0

	3rd
	Under 14/2
	12
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	11
	7
	0
	2

	2nd
	Under 14/1
	15
	defeated
	Glenelg
	2
	8
	0
	1

	2nd
	Under 16
	6
	defeated
	East Torrens
	3
	6
	1
	2

	2nd
	Under 18
	3
	defeated
	Port Adelaide
	2
	8
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Division 1
	5
	lost to
	Glenelg
	7
	7
	1
	4

	3rd
	Division 1
	2
	lost to
	Glenelg
	3
	7
	1
	5

	3rd
	Division 2
	0
	lost to
	Glenelg
	7
	7
	0
	3

	5th
	Division 3
	4
	lost to
	Goodwood
	7
	5
	1
	3

	9th
	Division 4
	1
	lost to
	Northern Districts
	7
	1
	0
	8

	4th
	Division 6
	13
	defeated
	Northern Districts
	3
	6
	0
	3


Eagles survive some scares

In an incredible weekend of results, at first glance, the West Torrens Junior teams look like they came through relatively unscathed, but closer examination of those games would suggest that we were given one hell of a fright by some opponents who were not prepared to let reputations stand in the way and took it right up to top ranking teams. 

This highlights once again the maxim that it is not the size of the dog in the fight that counts, rather it’s the size of the fight in the dog, and quite frankly, we were dished a dose of reality in a couple of the grades, and once again, I am moved to caution against complacency. Nothing replaces hard work and dedication. Yes, ability is important, but practice, patience, execution, diligence and determination can make a ‘lesser’ team play above themselves when a complacent opponent lets their guard down. Everyone at this club needs to recognise that in setting a very high benchmark, our rival clubs are now chasing us down, and doing an excellent job as witnessed by the closeness of several results. 

If we are to continue to be the leading club, we need to continually get better, basking in past glory is a recipe for disaster, regardless of ability.

Training schedules have been disrupted for some teams due to the usual high number of SA Bite representatives, but nevertheless, training has been held and it is on the training track that we do our learning and improving. 

This coming weekend marks the mid way point of the season with the Christmas break lasting till Sunday January 23. Therefore, Friday night will be the last prior to the break, and with the Bite in town and the Little League Majors having a bye this week, it will be easy for some to skip training, but I would ask that everyone that is training, be there and finish off the first half of the season. If you are not going to be able to play on January 23, please let your coach know now so that we have some chance of getting some younger players to fill in during your absence. If you just don’t turn up, we run the risk of playing short (or worse), and this is very unfair on the other team members, plus the opposition.

Please remember that if you are paying your subscriptions for the season in installments, the second payment of $100 is now payable. Please see me, Bernadette Donaldson, Karen Scheer or Jenny Harvey to settle this amount prior to the break.

Training with the Pros is on again at Norwood Oval this Friday afternoon:

 

Proudly supported by MLB, Baseball SA, Australian Baseball League, Adelaide ETSA Bite and the Sydney Blue Sox, all participants that register will receive an unreal experience and get to rub shoulders with professional baseball players.

 

The day will consist of a number of different skill stations where participants rotate to each station while our finest baseballers provide feedback to all on ways to improve throwing, catching, base running and hitting.

 

When you register each participant will receive;
 

Admission to “Training with the Pro’s”

Free Admission to the ABL Game – our own Adelaide ETSA Bite vs. Sydney Blue Sox (Parents/Guardian’s can pre purchase tickets @ $8.00 each or purchase at the gate for $12.00 each)

“Training with the Pro’s” backpack, water bottle and T-Shirt

MLB baseball hat

Tea will be provided along with fruit and a drink

Photo and autograph opportunities.

 

All this for only $55.00 (including GST) per participant.

 

When and Where
 
Friday 17 December 2010 – Coopers Stadium, Norwood Oval, The Parade Norwood (Entry via the “Wally Miller Gates” Woods Street, Norwood)

 

Schedule
 

11:45am Sign In

12:30pm Introductions

12:45pm Warm Up

12:55pm to 3:45pm Skill Stations

3:45pm Thankyous, Photos & Autograph Opportunities

4:15pm Tea and Drinks Provides

4:30pm to 6:30pm – Pre game Hitting and Infield/Outfield workout

7:00pm 1st Pitch – Adelaide ETSA Bite vs. Sydney Blue Sox

 

Pre Register NOW
 

To ensure your spot – Pre Register NOW – for further information call the Baseball SA office on 08 8347 4222

Scotty and Morg’s boys run into trouble at the reservation

The Little League Minor boys received a hell of a fright when they came up against the Tribe at the Reservation on Sunday recording a 9 – 9 draw in a slugfest that saw both teams go scoreless in the last dig after having pounded each other in the first three. Nerves must have been jangling as the Eagle boys fought tooth and nail to get the final three outs and at least share the points. Great job boys, you now have the chance to finish the first half of the season in first place. Good luck this Sunday.

FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	West Torrens
	2
	3
	4
	0
	
	
	
	9

	Goodwood
	3
	2
	4
	0
	
	
	
	9


Eagles claw Angels halo

The Little League Major boys took care of business on Sunday holding out an Angels outfit for a 14 – 6 win in 6 that featured two mercy closures, blanking the Angel lineup for the first half of the game before they posted some consolation runs in the second half. The Tim Mead/Jamie Boydon lead team has been the juggernaut in the southern zone throughout the first half and with the bye next week, this result ensured an undefeated first half and top spot on the ladder over Christmas. ‘Great job’, to all the boys. See you back in January for the business end of the season.

FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	West Torrens
	2
	1
	5
	0
	5
	1
	
	14

	Adelaide
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4
	1
	
	6


Weber's Eagle boys tested by bottom side
 

Once again the Div.2 U/14's were left short due to players having Christmas commitments. Missing 3 players, we took the field with a bare 8. Jordan Warman covering 1st and
2nd base positions for the top of the first innings. South's first batter hit a ball straight
to 2nd base position, but we had opted to not field a player there and have a 3 man outfield. "DAMN!"

Elliott Weder then struck the next 2 hitters. The fourth batter hit a ball
down the 1st base line. Jordan Warman sprinted over, fielded the ball at full stretch and
then played 1st to end South's first innings. 
The Eag's batting innings started well with 2 walks and then 3 consecutive hits. The 3rd being from Griffin Weber who was a late call up from the under 12's who came over after having finished playing his game. The next 2 innings saw the Eagles squander a 5 - 0 lead and fall behind 11 - 7. Coach Weber challenged the boys to dig deep and try for 3 outs without the opposition scoring a run. Brodie Nicol responded on the mound with 2 strike outs and he was then backed up by Griffin Weber at 3rd base making a great play to end the innings. Then another challenge was put to the lads: to score a minimum of 4 runs to at least draw the game. 
Lead off walks to Brodie Nicol and Dylan Warman (Dylan's 3rd for the day) saw the Eags have runners on. Jordan Warman then drove in a run with a hit to centre field followed by
a hit to right field from Elliott Weder. With the score line showing us still 1 run down, Griffin Weber hit a line drive to centre field scoring the tying run and putting himself on base as the winning run. He then stole 2nd base. Next pitch, he stole 3rd base, the catcher threw down the line but passed the 3rd baseman with Griffin then getting up, running home and winning it for the Div 2 U/14 boys. Well done little buddy!!!!!! Special mention to Lachlan Eichner for coming up and playing half a game and getting a sacrifice hit at his 1st U/14's at bat and scoring an RBI for us.
(Hits: Elliott Weder, Jordan Warman, Griffin Weber – 2, Cane Elson - 1.)
FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	Southern Districts
	0
	5
	6
	0
	
	
	
	11

	West Torrens
	5
	1
	1
	5
	
	
	
	12


Eagles visit the den

Mark Duval’s Under 14/1 side headed to near neighbour Glenelg and promptly blew away the Bays starting pitcher for a 7 run mercy closure with just 8 batters coming to the plate and no outs recorded. Mason Pickard then went to the mound and sat them down in order in a 10 pitch inning. Portents were not good for those looking for a tightly fought contest, but from that point on, whether due to complacency, or a determined effort by the young bays, our effort petered out.

Confidently addressing the next inning, the Tigers opted to go with a tidy lefty, who kept us off balance, giving up just the two hits and one run with all three of our outs to first pitches that an over-confident top order decided were going beyond the fence only to pop up simple in field fly balls, or ground out straight to fielders for the easy put out. To add insult to injury, Mason had to retire from the mound with soreness in the arm, to be replaced by Declan Richter. Unfortunately Declan’s radar was awry and he walked the first three batters he faced, after getting ahead in the count each time. Two of these then scored on passed balls or wild pitches. At the end of the second, we held a commanding 8 – 2 lead, but it felt like we were behind, such was the quality of our second dig. To the Bays young lefty, we must give great credit, as he proceeded to keep our powerful hitting lineup in check for 4 innings giving up just single runs in each inning. Unfortunately our lineup did not pay him due credit and lost patience at the plate and swung at pitches regardless of the count and paid the price, with only those willing to be disciplined at the plate eventually getting on base by waiting for their pitch or earning a walk. The final inning, after a third pitcher was introduced, we finally crossed the plate on multiple occasions to blow out the score. In the interim, Declan had improved in his second inning on the hill and retired the side with no runs before Coach Duval decided to bring Mitch Duval onto the mound for the final three innings which all resulted in no runs being added to the total. It was a lackluster win, after a promising start, and for me held a lesson that I hope the boys were tuned in to. Respect EVERY opponent EVERY inning or he might just embarrass you.

Hits: 2 -  Pickard (16), Bourchier (14), Sage (4), Scheer (4),1 – Richter (10), Duval (15)

FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	West Torrens
	7
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4
	
	15

	Glenelg
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	2


West v East showdown a tight affair
Rob Dineen and Grant Puckett marshaled their troops for a crack at the Red Sox at Red Sox Nation and emerged victorious in a tight 6 – 3 win. Going ahead early with a single run in the top of the first frame and 2 runs in the top of the second, the boys were doing well until the bottom of the third when the Nation clawed back all three to tie it up. The fourth inning was a tight affair, and tension was rife as each side was held scoreless. The Eagles then restored their lead with another single run in the top of the fifth, before adding a brace in the 6th for the win, blanking the Sox in the final three innings. After a rocky start, both coaches have helped the team settle down and heading into the break, have a chance to sit in second position. 

FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	West Torrens
	1
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	
	6

	East Torrens
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	
	3


Magpies nearly knock the Eagles off their perch
In an engrossing encounter at the Port (on the back diamond due to the Double Header), the Magpies gave the second placed Eagles, the biggest fright they have had in a long time. Whether it was complacency (there’s that word again!!), late night partying, returning from holidays or whatever, the Maggies had us off balance for most of this game, and just some clutch hitting and a lucky break got us over the line. Of course, one cannot dismiss lightly the outstanding pitching effort from both Port lads. 

Things started off shakily because the double header had robbed us of having Nathan Vanderlinden, Dylan Chuck and Mitch Harvey. Compounding things, Bryce Fulton was due to start and had to call off sick. So the call went out and Under 14 SA Bite star Mitch Duval happily accepted the invitation to have his first crack in Under 18. So we started the game with the bare 9, but it took us a lot longer to actually start playing!! In fact the first 5 innings we went 15 up, 15 down! Not one hit or base on balls in 15 at bats! Good pitching yes, great pitch selection, great patience, I’m not so sure. In the meantime, Dylan Duval had stepped into the breech and was doing a good job and it was a tight ball game until we started to flirt with fate. Firstly, the batter hit the ball into his leg, no call, so we played it, made the out at first 5 to 3! Then, on appeal, a foul ball was called and the batter was reinstated (fair enough), but the next pitch he hits goes back to third base who picks it up and you guessed it, air mails the ball. Runner at second. Passed ball, runner moves up. The next batter then hits the ball into the hole  between third and short stop for a run scoring double. The next batter pops up to centre field, who catches the ball and holds onto it whilst the runner from second goes home. Too late the throw comes in, misses the cut off and air mails into the back stop. Two runs, out of nothing!! What was most disappointing was that Dylan Duval had been pitching brilliantly and our execution in the field let him down. We need to learn from this!

In the end, Joel Chapman relieved Dylan and our first base runner courtesy of an airmailed ground ball from second finally got us into scoring position which was enhanced when the pitcher forgot where the runner was and baulked in a false pick off to first. Eventually, we moved the run over the plate when young Mitch Duval hit a sacrifice ground ball to second to score the run and record his first RBI in Under 18 competition. With Joel Chapman assuming command on the mound, we stole the lead in the top of the last frame when James Spencer smashed a line drive to right centre for a two run double. Chappy then shut the Pies down for the Win and Save. Yes its true that good teams respond under pressure, and we were that, and we did win against the odds, but we cannot afford to hand the opposition as many favours as we did, and in the final analysis, 2 hits to 10 showed how lucky we were. Our experience and years of drills paid off, but..

The final game before the break is a battle of the top sides with a showdown with the Red Sox Nation at Payneham. We need to be back to our best.

FINAL  SCORE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Final

	West Torrens
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Port Adelaide
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2


Next weekend’s matches Sunday 19 December 2010
Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan

Adelaide, away, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 10.30 am (report at 9.30am)

Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boydon and Tim Mead

Bye
No Game

Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Adelaide, away, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 1.00 pm (report at 12.00pm)

Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Golden Grove, home on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 12.30pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Golden Grove, home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

East Torrens, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

Christmas break up
As mentioned several times in this tome, this weekend marks the halfway point of the season when the League goes into recess for the Christmas break. We return for matches on Sunday January 23.

Under normal circumstances, we would have our Christmas breakup this Friday after training, but due to the Little League Major team having a bye and cancelling their training and the fact that “Training with the Pros’” is on at Norwood Oval this Friday followed by Game 2 of the Adelaide ETSA Bite series against the Sydney Blue Sox, this event will now be held AFTER the Division 1 game this Sunday 19 December starting at 5pm. There will be food, lollies and giveaways for all the kids. So take the opportunity to get down to the club and celebrate the first half of the season before breaking up for Christmas. You can even make it to the Bite game at Norwood if you’re an addict like me!!

Training is still on at West Torrens for those teams that would normally train, UNLESS your coach has made other arrangements (such as the team going to “Training with the Pro’s”)

In the Meantime…

See You at the Ball Park

Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0427 438 531


