West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for this weekend

	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	11
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	6
	3
	0
	0

	1st
	Little League Major
	11
	defeated
	Sturt
	3
	3
	0
	0

	3rd
	Under 14/2
	
	BYE
	
	
	2
	0
	1

	1st
	Under 14/1
	15
	defeated
	Woodville
	0
	4
	0
	0

	5th
	Under 16
	8
	defeated
	Sturt
	6
	2
	1
	1

	2nd
	Under 18
	9
	defeated
	Golden Grove
	1
	3
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7th
	Division 1 Game 1
	6
	defeated
	Northern Districts
	4
	2
	0
	3

	
	Division 1 Game 2
	15
	defeated
	Northern Districts
	4
	3
	0
	3

	1st
	Division 2
	9
	defeated
	Northern Districts
	1
	4
	0
	1

	7th
	Division 3
	8
	lost to
	Glenelg
	11
	2
	0
	2

	9th
	Division 4
	2
	lost to
	Glenelg
	12
	0
	0
	4

	1st
	Division 6
	18
	defeated
	Glenelg
	2
	3
	0
	1


Now ‘that’s what I’m talking about!

They say, a week is a long time in politics, and so it proved for our ball club as it rebounded from having its socks rearranged last weekend to posting emphatic results across the board including a big reversal at old rival Sturt. Having to manage a number of injuries to key players in the senior ranks, and having to have enough pitching for Division 1, our playing stocks were certainly threadbare and it was a tribute to the prowess of the Under 18’s who played the last hour of their match with just 8 players. In spite of having to give an automatic out, on two occasions the boys rallied magnificently and held a lively Dodgers at bay. Thanks to Nathan Vanderlinden (and Jack for driving and taking two other players out there) for making the effort to drive out to the Grove and give us 9 players for the first hour of the match and then having to race back in time to play Game 1 of the Division 1 double header. Great club spirit Nathan, and your team mates hold you in high regard for it. Good job also to Justin Zammit who was unable to play on Saturday due to a virus. It was fantastic to see Justin get on base and hold a great outfield catch. 

Well done to Robbie Dineen, whose Under 16’s were able to turn around a pounding last week at the nest by Sturt, only to return the favour at Flinders this week. 

It was air raid siren time for the Under 14’s who put three long balls out against Woodville in posting a solid win and the Little Leaguers continue to improve, particularly with our Major team able to win well against their Grand Final rivals from last season in Sturt.
Scotties Eaglets win down South
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan piloted the youngest Eagles on their journey to the Southern land and they emerged triumphant 11 – 6. The scoreboard certainly leaned our way all day, with the bats maxing out at 5 in our first at bat, and falling just shy of a repeat in the second. Being able to hold our opposition early was an advantage and the single runs meant that the late innings rush would not see us lose out. 

Little League Major Eagles hold out Sturt
In an always eagerly awaited clash, the top two sides squared off in the early start at the nest and the Eagle boys chalked up an enterprising 11 – 3 win. After going toe to toe early, holding a lead by the barest of margins, it was pleasing to see the lads executing the plays correctly, knowing where the ball had to go each play and then swinging the bat hard every at bat. This makes for a very difficult opponent to beat and so it proved for the Little League Major team this week.

Duval’s Eagles go long!
The Under 14/1 team shaped up to the Woodville Senators at the nest on Sunday and put up a wonderful performance for a 15 – 0 win. Starting on the mound, new recruit Declan Richter showed just why he made Cal Ripken this year, fanning 6 batters in 3 digs, overpowering with his fast ball. Mitch Duval did a great job behind the dish before Mason Pickard and Mitch ran through the last two digs on the mound to blank the Senators with Jack Scheer going in behind the plate. Mitch fanned three and Mason 1. At the plate, we were all business with Mitch Duval going long for three runs in a first inning that we batted around before being stopped at 5 runs. A relatively quiet second saw us post some more runs, with red pencil helping us out. Our third and fourth at bats heard the air raid sirens wailing as first Will Bourchier went deep for 2 runs and Sam McGarry went long for three runs. What was even more pleasing was the contribution made by all players to get into position to drive these runs in. Jack Scheer singled to centre, as did Declan Richter, Jonty Scharenberg batted 1.000 with two singles and a double. Nathaniel Sage worked a base on balls, Elliott Weder in his first appearance in the 14/1 team also worked hard to get a base on balls. Jonah Byrnes also made a good contribution. The team backed each other well in the field and covered the scattered hits well and held the runners out there whilst the pitchers did their work.
Dineen’s men rebound to trump Saints

In a complete about turn from last weekend at the nest when we were comprehensively outplayed by our great rivals Sturt, and as has become commonplace in matches between these two strong junior clubs, the following match followed a totally different script, with the Under 16 Eagles rebounding for an 8 – 6 win. Matt Scharenberg after nursing a sore bicep last week was able to start on the mound and having found his range and strike zone, he pitched tremendously well holding the strong Saints line up to just a couple of runs. With Ethan Haylock returning behind the plate after having been unable to play last week, the Eagles defence was pumped back up and was able to hold out a fast finishing Sturt who pegged the score back off young Brad Dedrick in the last dig. Eagle nerves held out, and we recorded the win. What a difference a week makes! Great job Robbie, Grant Puckett and the team.

Under 18’s dig deep at the Grove
The Under 18’s headed out to Golden Grove and a date with the Dodgers under less than ideal circumstances, and were able to emerge with a class filled 9 – 1 victory. Excepting for a brief period in the third inning, when our concentration lapsed and we allowed the tying run, this was as comprehensive and complete a performance as you could have asked for. The team arrived at the ground not knowing if they would have enough players due to the double header in Division 1 drawing on our playing resources. With a number of injuries to key personnel, our pitching staff was left threadbare and it was the Under 18’s, a team filled with potential generation next players who were at the end of the queue. On top of that, Coach Ettridge was unable to make the game. Thankfully, as happens at great clubs, adversity seemed to bring out the best in those left to do the job. Firstly, Jack Vanderlinden selflessly drove Nathan, Dylan Duval and Joel Ettridge all the way out there, to ensure that at least we would have nine players for the first hour of the game. Unsurprisingly, Nathan selflessly accepted the role of pitching during his time, a role he carried out magnificently, tying all but a few Dodger bats up in knots and fanning multiple batters. The first two innings he sat them down in order until a single to centre from the number 5 hitter gave them their first base runner. From there, though, the Dodgers struggled to bring them in with excellent infield defence from Joel Ettridge at Short Stop, James Spencer at second and Joel Chapman at first and Thomas Dunn at third. Tom McGarry behind the plate was tidy and he caught a runner stealing and was VERY CLOSE on the second. The third inning, we got a bit complacent and set up a runner with a passed ball on the third strike, who eventually stole second and third and was gifted a run with an errant play on a pick off at third. Some words of counsel and the boys cranked it back up again. On the hour mark, Nathan, having given his all, took his leave and up stepped James Spencer. We had to make some adjustments to fielding positions, but with just 8 players, we became more focused on the task and fielded even better than we had previously, with run downs, pick offs and fly balls, all contributing to a stellar four dig outing by James with just 39 pitches. At the plate, we were a little sluggish early, having taken the lead on some good hitting from Joel Chapman. After this our bats probably got a little ambitious as we tried to launch every at bat. The resulting fly balls kept the Dodger defence busy, but ultimately, they caught every offering and we left many runners out there. James Spencer in a brilliant all round performance, smashed the ball in a powerful three for four display. Tom McGarry went three for four with well-placed hits. Scott Miller hit well, Joel Chapman put down a magnificent advance bunt, loading the bases. Dylan Duval swung hard, as did Joel Ettridge and Thomas Dunn, but were unable to convert the great contact they made. The stand out for the day for me was young Justin Zammit, who was in doubt, having been ill on the Saturday and unable to complete his Div 4 date, got a safe hit and a base on balls, both greeted with excitement by his team. Justin also caught a fly ball in the bottom of the eighth to ensure that we needed one more out to wrap things up. Great job Justin. In the end, the class and experience of our eight players was too much, in spite of having to give up an extra out twice. Thanks to Jack Vanderlinden for his help in warm up and at first before he and Nathan had to leave, to Jeff Dunn for his help in managing the team, and also to Peter Chapman for his shrewd tactical advice, and thanks to the boys for responding as true champions do in times of adversity. Great team spirit, great camaraderie.
BACK – 2 – BACK   EVENTS  @ West Torrens Baseball Club.

Friday November  19th. 

Seniors training night for all U/14 & U/16 players. (6pm start – approx. 7.15pm finish)

Come and watch our talented juniors get personal positional training from our senior coaches and players.

                                     “Plus”

Watch our senior side do a quality infield/outfield demonstration.

Senior player “Home Run” competition.

(Dinner available after training.)

Saturday November 20th.

The race that stops the suburb!  WTBC introduces “The Mouse Cup” with the fastest mice on the planet. 

Come and see the finest small rodent’s blast their way down the track to the finishing

line. The “excitement”, the “buzz around the club” and watch the tears and joy of the

winning and losing owners. You have to be there and experience this phenomenon in

2010.
Thank you for your support
I am grateful to all people that have heeded my pleas for assistance in covering all the tasks that have to be done each week at the club. It makes your coaches and committee’s task that much more manageable if we know we can count on your support.


Thank you for:

· Erecting the shade tents for home and away teams and the scorers on the Junior Diamond.

· Placing the benches in the home and away areas and returning them after the last game.

· Bringing out tables and chairs for the scorers tent.

· Erecting and dismantling the portable backstop for Little League matches.
· Placing cones to mark the home run fence and the out of play area and for bringing them in at the end of the last game.
· Sweeping and raking the diamond at the end of each game, and watering the dirt areas.
· Placing the bases out and bringing them in at the end of the last game.
· Packing up the match kit and accounting for all the equipment accounted for. 
Next weekend’s matches Sunday 14 November 2010
Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan
Hawks at home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)
Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boyden and Tim Mead

Southern Districts at home on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00 midday (report at 11.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Sturt, away, on the Main Diamond
Starting at 12.30 pm (report at 11.30am)
Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Northern Districts, at home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00pm (report at 2.00pm)
Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Port Adelaide at home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 12.30 pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Glenleg at home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

In the Meantime…

See You at the Ball Park

Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0427 438 531


