West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for this weekend

	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	12
	defeated
	Sturt
	8
	5
	0
	0

	1st
	Little League Major
	17
	defeated
	Glenelg
	0
	5
	0
	0

	3rd
	Under 14/2
	7
	defeated
	Hawks
	6
	5
	0
	1

	2nd
	Under 14/1
	2
	lost to
	Sturt
	11
	5
	0
	1

	3rd
	Under 16
	11
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	8
	4
	1
	1

	2nd
	Under 18
	10
	defeated
	Kensington
	1
	5
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6th
	Division 1 Game 1
	3
	drew
	Kensington
	3
	4
	1
	3

	4th
	Division 1 Game 2
	11
	defeated
	Kensington
	10
	5
	1
	3

	5th
	Division 2
	1
	lost to
	Kensington
	11
	5
	0
	2

	5th
	Division 3
	4
	drew
	Kensington
	4
	3
	1
	2

	7th
	Division 4
	5
	lost to
	Kensington
	11
	1
	0
	5

	3rd
	Division 6
	17
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	7
	4
	0
	2


Eagles power on
It was another power weekend for the junior half of the club, with some great wins being posted by most teams. The Senior half of the club had an interesting weekend too, with the A grade upsetting hot favourites Kensington at Newlands reserve and taking a spot in the top four for the first time this season. Of course, for the juniors, this is a familiar position to be in, but the recent past has not been so kind to our number 1 club team. So the challenge for them is to maintain their form and hold their place. Of course, as Junior Coordinator it is gratifying that Gen Next Is making an impact at that level, and we hope to continue to build on this as other juniors make their way into the top ranks. Fantastic wins to both Little League teams, a great hold on performance by the 14/2’s and Under 16’s whilst the Under 18’s were too experienced in their game. The only team to suffer a reverse were the Under 14/1’s who faced Sturt and came off the wrong end of an excellent performance at the plate and on the mound from the Sturt boys, who I’m sure enjoyed chalking up our first number in the Loss column. It was also a week when double headers started to stretch our resources thin, and that combined with absences due to end of school celebrations and injuries meant that many players were asked to fill in for a team. I thank and congratulate the effort of all those players in firstly supporting the club and then by playing so well in support of your teammates that the teams were still able to record positive results.
Flinders fare maintains momentum
The youngest Eagles ventured down to Flinders Uni on Sunday and after a ding dong battle over four innings before time expired, the boys emerged with a stirring 12 – 8 win built around two innings in which we posted maximum scores. Defensively, the boys were on their game as they held Sturt scoreless in the first and third frames. After a scoreless first inning for ourselves, and probably facing Sturt’s best pitcher, we then posted runs in the next three digs 5 – 2 – 5  to set up the win. It is great to see that the bats are swinging and that the offense is doing its job too. Keep listening to your coaches boys and continue to enjoy your baseball.

Eagles skin Tigers at the Den
Having seen off challenges from previous top teams over the last two weeks, the Little League Major boys showed the benefit of having played hard baseball by posting a comprehensive six-inning demolition of Glenelg at the Bay. The final score of 17 – 0 was contributed to by strong hitting throughout the lineup, getting ahead early and converting our opportunities. We posted runs in every frame and maxed out in the second. Another great opportunity awaits this week boys, so lets keep up the hard work at training, listen to your coaches and keep improving your baseball.

Sturt continue Merry-go-round
As I’ve recorded many times in this digest, every time we meet Sturt, it is an excellent opportunity to measure ourselves against what are always quality outfits that are the result of their outstanding junior programme. This time around, we were found wanting going down 2 – 11, although the margin of the score does not do justice to the quality of the performances in the game, or indeed the intense nature of the affair. Both sides opened strongly with quality pitching as Charlie Goldsworthy for Sturt (a member of the 2011 SA Bite Under 14 team and the National Champion Little League Adelaide Southern All Stars) went up against Declan Richter (also a member of the 2011 SA Bite Under 14 team, as well as the National Champion Little League Adelaide Southern All Stars and Cal Ripken 2010 Australian representative). It was no surprise then to see a pitching duel get under way, with only scattered contact early causing any concern for the field. It wasn’t until the third frame, that Sturt created a chink in the Eagle armour and posted a go ahead pair of runs. Coming on in relief for Declan, Sam McGarry held on in the fourth giving up a couple of runs, before the dam wall burst in the fifth and further runs and hits prompted coach Duval to go to the pen. He called in Mitch Duval who was eventually able to stem the runs but not before a 7 run max was posted. A winning break fro Sturt. In the meantime, Charlie Goldsworthy had pitched a magnificent game, holding this strong hitting outfit to 1 hit for the day. To their credit, the Eagles posted a couple of consolation runs in the last, but were well beaten in this encounter.
Bombers hold out the Hawks

A 35-degree day saw the Southern Hawks venture to Eagle Park for the battle of 3rd and 4th positions on the ladder. Souths started very well, throwing a strong young lad named Kosta only on his 5th day of baseball and his 1st game ever. 6 of our first 9 batters went down swinging, with the result that our first three innings ending with a series of donuts on the scoreboard. Jordy Warman started on the mound and had trouble throwing strikes, but battled well for the 2 innings he pitched, giving up 3 runs. Finally from the 4th innings onwards, Weber's Eagles boys finally forgot about the heat and started scoring runs. 3 hits in a row to Dylan, Jordan Warman and a double to Shayne Hoogmoed drove in 2 runs. An early game mistake from Coach Weber resulted in an emergency call to his son Griffin to come and fill in, as Mario Casazza had informed us that he wasn't available for this week’s game. Griffin batting at 9 in his first ever Under 14's game hit a shot to third base and ran it out for his first ever U/14 safe hit and his first RBI. Another base hit to Kyle Nicol saw the Eagles take the lead 4-3. Elliot Weder took the mound in the 3rd, throwing 4.1 innings with 8 strikeouts. Further hits to Dylan and Jordan Warman and an outstanding line drive triple up the middle to Griffin Weber saw all the U/14 lads go crazy when he scored on Kyle's infield ground out. Some other great batting to Michael Donaldson saw him again hitting 3 RBI's in the last 3 games and Patrick McKone hitting a line drive to right field. A special mention to Kyle Nicol catching 7 innings and not even questioning the 35-degree heat once! Great catching Kyle. Well done Griffin finishing off the game batting .666 going 2 for 3 and playing centre field well for his first ever U/14 game. Final score Eagles 7 - Hawks 6
Eagles hold Hawks
A grueling encounter down South, saw the Under 16 Eagles get up 11 – 8 against the Hawks. The damage was done early in the game, when we opened with 3 runs and a fourth in the third frame whilst holding the Southerners to 1 in reply. Some late in the game histrionics (including an inside the park Grand Slam by Nico Vanderlinden) saw us head out to a 9 – 1 lead before allowing Souths to peg back 2 and then 5 runs respectively to cause a few palpatations before settling down for the win with a closing pair of our own. After a tough start these lads have now settled down and look to be improving each week. With the promise of being bolstered by Lucas Hunter, this team has the opportunity now to set itself for a run to the finals. Thanks and congratulations to Matt Scharenberg, Nico Vanderlinden and Connor Foley for deputising so ably in the Under 18 encounter earlier in the day.

Eagle blank the Cardinals
In what was potentially a tricky proposition having ceded Nathan Vanderlinden to A grade, Tom McGarry to catch, Dylan Chuck to play Short Stop, Bryce Fulton to pitch and Thomas Dunn to play 3rd in B Grade, Coach Ettridge was thinking he had to contemplate a forfeit. However, once again the indomitable spirit of a great club came to the fore, with Matt Scharenberg, Nico Vanderlinden and Connor Foley all making themselves available, with the Under 16 fixture being played in the late timeslot. So with Dylan Duval returning to the mound, the versatile Scott (Jorge Posada) Miller moving in behind the dish, the Eagles were able to post a comfortable 10 – 1 victory. Joel Ettridge, James Spencer and Justin Zammit all contributed to the positive result and coach Ettridge was greatly relieved later on.

Christmas break – 

FINAL GAME for 2010 is Sunday19 December RESUMING on Sunday 23 January

As we move towards the Christmas break it is timely to start thinking about your holiday movements. In doing so it may be helpful if you know the dates for the last game before the break and also the date we resume in January. If you will be unable to play please let your coach know as early as possible, so that we can plan to have enough players at every game.

For some players, the Christmas break is the time when they will be participating in representative baseball, with the Under 14 Nationals being held in Perth and the Under 16’s and 18’s in Lismore.
Next weekend’s matches Sunday 28 November 2010
Little League Minor: 
Coaches:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan
Saints at home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 10.00 am (report at 9.00am)
Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boydon and Tim Mead

Kensington away, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00 pm (report at 11.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Goodwood, at home, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00 pm (report at 11.00am)
Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Southern Districts, at home on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 3.00pm (report at 2.00pm)
Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Woodville away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00 pm (report at 2.00pm)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Goodwood at home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

In the Meantime…

See You at the Ball Park

Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0427 438 531


