West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


The Club Scoreboard for this weekend

	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	
	
	BYE
	
	2
	0
	0

	1st
	Little League Major
	
	
	BYE
	
	2
	0
	0

	1st
	Under 14/2
	10
	lost to
	Adelaide
	13
	2
	0
	1

	1st
	Under 14/1
	9
	defeated
	Adelaide
	1
	3
	0
	0

	5th
	Under 16
	4
	lost to
	Sturt
	10
	1
	1
	1

	7th
	Under 18
	17
	defeated
	Henley & Grange
	0
	2
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9th
	Division 1
	4
	lost to
	Golden Grove
	5
	1
	0
	3

	3rd
	Division 2
	5
	lost to
	Golden Grove
	8
	3
	0
	1

	5th
	Division 3
	6
	defeated
	East Torrens
	4
	2
	0
	1

	8th
	Division 4
	5
	lost to
	Adelaide
	12
	0
	0
	3

	1st
	Division 6
	10
	defeated
	Playford City
	1
	2
	0
	1


A few bloodied noses!

After such an emphatic start, it was perhaps to be expected that at some stage, we would be held to account by ball clubs anxious to replace as us the pre-eminent junior club in this town. Certainly in the Under 16’s that would appear to be the case as our great rivals Sturt were far too slick and confident at home for the Eagle boys. Never mind lads, dips your lid to better opponents today and let’s learn from it and be better next time. The same goes for the unlucky Under 14 2’s who were being coached by Eagle alumnus David Green in coach Weber’s absence, and who led for the greater part of the game, only to give up the lead late and were not able to get it back. On the positive side, the 14 1’s after being held in check for most of the game by a resurgent Angel’s outfit were able to put up a winning break late in the match. The Under 18’s, who this week were spoiled for choice against the Rams, and watched as Nathan Vanderlinden, Joel Chapman and Bryce Fulton scythed through the Rams batting lineup, also posted an emphatic result in the wins column. Our Little Leaguers had the weekend off with byes.

Angels snatch a late win

With the baby Eagles (Major and Minor) having a weekend off, the Under 14 2 team of Burke Weber’s squared off against the Angels at the Nest. Super coach Green, possibly the only man in the Universe qualified to take over from Mr. Weber in his absence, was asked and acceded to our request to manage the team this week. With newcomer Elliott Weder (Welcome to the club Elliott) starting on the mound to tyro catcher Kyle Nicol, the game had few shaky moments, but soon the Angels were retired with a couple on the board, but no real damage done. The Eagles stepped up to bat and posted a max out of seven runs and things looked good. The match then settled down with a bit of to-ing and fro-ing. Jonty Scharenberg pitched in relief for Elliott and big brother Brodie came on to close. Unluckily our last couple of efforts in the field saw us make some mistakes and the Angels pounced, posting go ahead runs in the last inning. With one final opportunity to win it, the Angels brought in an excellent closer and we were unable to score eventually succumbing 10 – 13 after having lead for most of the game. That’s life boys! We have a bye next week, but training is on as usual.

Duval’s Eagles held by impressive Angels

Mark Duval’s Under 14’s were given a stern test from the ever-improving Adelaide Angels. Eventually, they ran out winners 9  - 1 after a late game rally that saw us post enough runs to force a close out. Mitch Duval lead the pitching to Mason Pickard and he kept the Angels lineup quiet, but our batting lineup was equally held in check early with their starter stranding runners on base in the first. In our second at bat, the lower half of the order demonstrated our flexibility by plating three runs with patient pitch selection, aggressive base running and solid hitting to bring runners home. The following three innings, saw a persistent Angel defense hold our hitters to one unearned run, whilst work on the mound passed to Declan Richter, whose impressive credentials were backed up in two innings of relief. Adelaide’s lone double of the game was converted by aggressive base running on passed balls and all of a sudden the game was 4 – 1. Mason Pickard came out from behind the plate to pitch in the fifth and held on to the lead. Fortunately, our persistence at the plate was rewarded in the final at bat, when we plated 5 runs to put the game beyond Adelaide’s reach. In the end, the final score looked comfortable, and we maintained top position on the ladder, but our skills were severely tested and the boys came out on top.

Dineen’s men stopped by Sainters

Sturt provided a salutary reminder that around every corner there is a team that can bring intensity and desire to every contest. This they did by posting a fast starting 5 runs to which we replied with 3 runs of our own. However, the Saints were able to maintain their momentum and stifle ours, and eventually post 10 runs over our 4 to hand us our first loss this season. With every cloud of course, there is a silver lining, and we still have exciting young talent in this team and they are being well managed by Coaches Dineen and Puckett. Keep working at the game boys and improve so that we are better the next time we meet them.

Ettridge’s squad blast the rams
In a pleasing coincidence that allowed Nathan Vanderlinden to make a rare appearance with his Under 18 buddies, the team was able to breeze past a persistent, but ultimately overpowered opponent 18 – 0. Consistent hitting lead off by a crushing triple to deep right field, followed up by consistent multiple base hitting support, meant that runs were scored early and often. Nathan Vanderlinden’s effort on the mound was peerless, and the Rams struggled to make any contact at all. Joel Chapman whose mastery on the mound continues to develop followed him in relief. Bryce Fulton closed the door on this emphatic result. 

BACK – 2 – BACK   EVENTS  @ West Torrens Baseball Club.

Friday November  19th. 

Seniors training night for all U/14 & U/16 players. (6pm start – approx. 7.15pm finish)

Come and watch our talented juniors get personal positional training from our senior coaches and players.

                                     “Plus”

Watch our senior side do a quality infield/outfield demonstration.

Senior player “Home Run” competition.

(Dinner available after training.)

Saturday November 20th.

The race that stops the suburb!  WTBC introduces “The Mouse Cup” with the fastest mice on the planet. 

Come and see the finest small rodent’s blast their way down the track to the finishing

line. The “excitement”, the “buzz around the club” and watch the tears and joy of the

winning and losing owners. You have to be there and experience this phenomenon in

2010.
What we need from you in support
One of the things you will notice around the club is that a number of things need to be put up and down, put out and put away to ensure that we provide the best possible facility on game days. These ARE NOT JOBS YOUR COACH SHOULD HAVE TO DO.

· Erecting the shade tents for home and away teams and the scorers on the Junior Diamond.

· Placing the benches in the home and away areas and returning them after the last game.

· Bringing out tables and chairs for the scorers tent.

· For Little League, we have a portable backstop that must be erected and dismantled.

· Cones are placed to mark the home run fence and the out of play area. The grounds man often places these, but if they are not then they have to be put out, but certainly must be brought in at the end of the last game.
· At the end of each game, the diamond should be swept and raked. Then the dirt areas should be watered (there is a hose in the equipment shed).
· Bases are often placed by the grounds man, but if not, they must be placed at the appropriate distance, and then either moved at the end of the game, or returned to the equipment storeroom.
· The match kit should be packed up and all the equipment accounted for. 
Another of our ‘big ask’ jobs, is to take your turn on the roster for canteen duty at home games. We have the wonderful Yvette (whose son Bryce plays in the under 18’s) who does all the cooking, but she needs our support serving and taking orders. We ask that you spend an hour helping out on your rostered day. We also know that you want to watch your child play, so it is reasonable to do a swap with someone so that you get to do this. However, the canteen is a great earner for the club, and being an amateur club, we need every dollar that we can to meet our financial obligations.

Friday night meals

The final thing I want to mention in this digest is that we also require families to help out with meals on Friday nights after training. Generally, we roster a team on for a turn twice a season. We ask the team managers to ensure that rostered families turn up and cook the barbecue, or serve the pizza or chicken or whatever is on the menu. 
Please be aware that West Torrens Baseball Club is made up ENTIRELY of VOLUNTEERS. Nobody gets paid to do anything (including the Committee), so if you don’t pull your weight, then you are asking other people to do your work for you.
Next weekend’s matches Sunday 7 November 2010
Little League Minor: 
Coach:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan
Southern Districts, away, on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 12.00 midday (report at 11.00am)
Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boyden and Tim Mead

Sturt at home on the Junior Diamond
Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)
Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
BYE
No Game

Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Woodville, at home on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 12.30pm (report at 11.30am)
Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Kensington, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00pm (report at 2.00pm)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Golden Grove, away on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

Keeping Sport fun and safe

Eagles Baseball through Baseball SA subscribes to the Office for Recreation and Sport’s “Keeping Sport fun and safe’ policy and codes of behaviour. Pinned up around the club you will see brochures that explain our stance. Please take the time to read these documents and familiarise yourself with the club’s expectations of behaviour. 

We do not condone any behaviour that will bring the club into disrepute and the SABL has put clubs on notice that unacceptable behaviour from any person will result in sanctions to the individual and the club.

Representative Honours
As suggested in my last report, many juniors are candidates to make the National Championships in January 2011.

I can now report with pleasure the confirmation of the selection in the South Australian Bite of the following players from West Torrens:

AAA team (Under 18)

Joel Chapman

Dylan Chuck

Nathan Vanderlinden

AA Team (Under 16)

Matthew Scharenberg

Nico Vanderlinden

A Team  (Under 14)

Mitchell Duval

Sam McGarry

Mason Pickard

Declan Richter

This is in addition to the boys that played in the Little League Nationals in June and became National Champions:

Sam McGarry

Mason Pickard

Declan Richter

Jonty Scharenberg
An extraordinary number from one club. Only our friends at Sturt have numbers similar to this and it is no coincidence that both clubs have strong junior programs.

Congratulations to all players on their selection

In the Meantime…

See You at the Ball Park

Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0427 438 531


