West Torrens Baseball Club

2010/2011 season


Halloween night

This Friday 29 October is a ‘Halloween’ party for the juniors. Mums and Dads are invited too. Please keep this night free for fun and games for the kids at the club. Brothers and sisters are invited too.

The Club Scoreboard for this weekend

	Pos
	Team
	WT
	Result
	Opponent
	
	W
	D
	L

	1st
	Little League Minor
	8
	defeated
	Adelaide
	4
	2
	0
	0

	1st
	Little League Major
	13
	defeated
	Adelaide
	5
	2
	0
	0

	1st
	Under 14/2
	14
	defeated
	Southern Districts
	10
	2
	0
	0

	2nd
	Under 14/1
	12
	defeated
	East Torrens
	1
	2
	0
	0

	4th
	Under 16
	3
	drew 
	Golden Grove
	3
	1
	1
	0

	7th
	Under 18
	3
	defeated
	Woodville
	2
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8th
	Division 1
	4
	lost to
	Port Adelaide
	6
	1
	0
	2

	1st
	Division 2
	7
	defeated
	Port Adelaide
	0
	3
	0
	0

	6th
	Division 3
	8
	defeated
	Golden Grove
	5
	1
	0
	1

	8th
	Division 4
	2
	lost to
	Golden Grove
	8
	0
	0
	2

	5th
	Division 6
	4
	lost to
	Glenelg
	8
	1
	0
	1


Another great weekend for Eagles Baseball

Well wasn’t it a magnificent day at the ballpark on Sunday, with beautiful weather, lots of enthusiastic players, vocal supporters and some exciting action on the diamond. We had 6 teams scheduled for matches and we recorded 5 wins and an exciting draw. It is really impressive to see how the players have slipped back into action, implementing game plans and producing winning baseball.

Baby Eagles fight back hard

The day started at Lockleys at 10 am for our newest Eagles and didn’t the boys turn it on. After going behind early to the Angels who had a good pitcher going in the first inning, the boys ramped it up and started plating some runs of their own, whilst retiring the Angels batting with consistent pitching and good fielding. After 5 very tight innings, the boys emerged with a tough 8 – 4 win. Coaches Scott and Morgan were wearing relieved smiles and congratulating the team on an excellent performance. It was great to see youngsters like Carl Grosser step up to the mound and throw his first innings as a pitcher, Luke Houston did a fabulous job catching and you couldn’t hide his smile beneath the mask. Marcus Hambly, in his first season, smashed the ball into the outfield and ran the bases. Ethan Marchioro was a bustling fielder and had a story for every out. Great job boys and a wonderful start to the season.

Eagles boys bounce the Angels
After having watched the Little League Minor boys hang on for a win, the next team out on the diamond was our Major team, lead by coaches Tim Mead and Jamie Boydon. Having watched this team start to develop last season, it came as no surprise at all that they came out playing hard baseball, swinging the bats, running the bases hard, throwing strikes and making the outs. With a terrifically versatile squad, coaches Mead and Boydon are able to swing the positional changes at will. Solid all the way through with the bat, this lineup is already shaping as one to beat in the pennant race, a 13 – 5 result in our favour reinforcing that fact. Keep up the hard work boys and enjoy the games.

Bertie’s boys win down South

Having drawn the short straw and pulling an early start down at Southern Districts, Burke Weber’s Under 14/2 side followed up last weekend’s emphatic start against the Saints with a hard fought 14 – 10 win over the Hawks. It is always a challenge to play the Hawks, who are always fiercely competitive on their home diamond, so well done to the boys on achieving this result to move to two and 0 and sit atop the ladder at this early stage.

Duval’s Eagles monster Sox

Mark Duval’s Under 14’s, after going toe to toe with the Dodgers last weekend, hosted the Red Sox at home this weekend. With Mitch Duval pitching to Sam McGarry, it was a strong battery that greeted the Sox lineup, but not to be out bluffed, the Sox batters singled and batted a run in after a couple of stolen bases tested our infield defense. Then up stepped the Eagle bats, lead off by a Mason Pickard blazing single to left was followed by a fielder’s choice to Jonty Scharenberg. Sam McGarry stepped up and sent a screamer down to the right field fence for an RBI double. Next up, Mitch Duval drove Sam in with a single to left. Last year’s Grand Final hero Will Bourchier stood up and hit a massive straight away homer to score two runs. This was Will’s first ever round trip and the bench cleared to help him celebrate. After such an emphatic 5 run start, the Sox were always up against things, particularly with Mason Pickard coming on in relief  and offering no respite at all for the beleaguered Red Sox batting lineup after Mitch Duval’s second dig sat them down in order with 2 K’s. Mason simply picked up from where Mitch lead off and in the end Jonty Scharenberg closed the fifth to hold the Sox at one and conclude the game on a mercy ruling. This was after a power laden second at bat maxed out on seven runs with the team batting around and picking up multiple hits and walks. This was a power packed game from a talented and versatile squad. Final score Eagles 12 Red Sox 1.

Dineen’s men held to a draw at Golden Grove

After starting off the season in emphatic fashion last weekend against East Torrens, this weekend the Under 16’s traveled up to Golden Grove to face off against an improving Dodgers club that boasted many graduates from last season’s Under 14 Grand Final team. The result was a nailbitng affair, in which the points were shared. Score West Torrens 3 - Golden Grove Central Districts 3.

Etto’s boys squeak out a win against the Senators
Having suffered a reverse last weekend at the hands of a good East Torrens side, Brett Ettridge’s Under 18 team squared off against unlucky first round loser in Woodville. This match featured a magnificent pitching performance from tyro Nico Vanderlinden, who stepped up from the Under 16’s and almost threw a no hitter in shutting down a competitive Senators outfit. With some amusing base running causing the coach to tear his hair out, eventually we were able to plate the winning run and hold on for the narrowest of wins. Matthew Scharenberg, also an Under 16, stepped in and hit a crushing blow that hit the fence on the full. This is an exciting time at the Eagles nest with so many youngsters starting to make good on the promise that they have shown over the previous four seasons in which we have secured the Junior club of the year.

As you would be aware, many of our junior eligible players are now playing regularly at senior level, and with the experience gained from playing alongside current and former A grade baseballers, augurs well for the future of our club. 

Nathan Vanderlinden at 16 is in his second year of senior baseball, and his first season as a starter in the A grade at Short Stop.

Jesse Duval at 19 is in his second year out of the Under 18’s and is making his mark at second base in the A grade team. Jesse was last year’s League Rookie of the year.

Bryce Fulton at 16 is still eligible for Under 18, made his starting pitcher debut for the B grade team this weekend in a winning performance against Port Adelaide.

Dylan Chuck at 17 is still eligible for Under 18, is a regular in B grade as a pitcher or starting infielder. Pundits agree that Dylan has a bright future in the game.

Tom McGarry at 16 has played the first three games this season in B grade, firstly relieving as catcher and then starting the last two games, and was given an inning in A grade at second base in the first week.

Tyson Mead at 18 in his first year out of Under 18’s has started at second base in B grade.

Joel Chapman at 17, is a versatile infielder, catcher and pitcher who has spent time on the diamond in B grade and appeared in A grade.

Mitch Harvey at 17 has started as catcher in B grade and has played infield as well.

In addition to this, many others have played senior baseball including James Spencer, Thomas Dunn, Joel Ettridge and Dylan Duval. With other exciting prospects such as Matt Scharenberg and Nico Vanderlinden in the Under 16’s, season 2010/11 will see the introduction of generation next to complement the outstanding talent and experience we have already established in Division 1 and 2 ranks.
What we need from you in support
One of the things you will notice around the club is that a number of things need to be put up and down, put out and put away to ensure that we provide the best possible facility on game days. These ARE NOT JOBS YOUR COACH SHOULD HAVE TO DO.

· Erecting the shade tents for home and away teams and the scorers on the Junior Diamond.

· Placing the benches in the home and away areas and returning them after the last game.

· Bringing out tables and chairs for the scorers tent.

· For Little League, we have a portable backstop that must be erected and dismantled.

· Cones are placed to mark the home run fence and the out of play area. These are often placed by the groundsman, but if they are not then they have to be put out, but certainly must be brought in at the end of the last game.
· At the end of each game, the diamond should be swept and raked. Then the dirt areas should be watered (there is a hose in the equipment shed).
· Bases are often placed by the groundsman, but if not, they must be placed at the appropriate distance, and then either moved at the end of the game, or returned to the equipment storeroom.
· The match kit should be packed up and all the equipment accounted for. 
Another of our ‘big ask’ jobs, is to take your turn on the roster for canteen duty at home games. We have the wonderful Yvette (whose son Bryce plays in the under 18’s) who does all the cooking, but she needs our support serving and taking orders. We ask that you spend an hour helping out on your rostered day. We also know that you want to watch your child play, so it is reasonable to do a swap with someone so that you get to do this. However, the canteen is a great earner for the club, and being an amateur club, we need every dollar that we can to meet our financial obligations.

Friday night meals

The final thing I want to mention in this digest is that we also require families to help out with meals on Friday nights after training. Generally, we roster a team on for a turn twice a season. We ask the team managers to ensure that rostered families turn up and cook the barbecue, or serve the pizza or chicken or whatever is on the menu. 
Please be aware that West Torrens Baseball Club is made up ENTIRELY of VOLUNTEERS. Nobody gets paid to do anything (including the Committee), so if you don’t pull your weight, then you are asking other people to do your work for you.
Next weekend’s matches

Little League Minor: 
Coach:
Andrew Scott and Andrew Morgan
BYE
No Game

Little League Major:
Coaches:
Jamie Boyden and Tim Mead

BYE
No Game

Under 14 (2):
 
Coach:
Burke Weber
Adelaide at home on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 12.30pm (report at 11.30am)

Under 14 (1):

 Coach:
Mark Duval

Adelaide, away, Weigall Oval, Plympton, on the Junior Diamond

Starting at 3.30pm (report at 2.30pm)
Under 16: 


Coach:
Rob Dineen
Sturt at home on the Main Diamond

Starting at 3.00pm (report at 2.00pm)

Under 18: 


Coach:
Brett Ettridge

Henley & Grange at home, on the Main Diamond

Starting at 10.00am (report at 9.00am)

Keeping Sport fun and safe

Eagles Baseball through Baseball SA subscribes to the Office for Recreation and Sport’s “Keeping Sport fun and safe’ policy and codes of behaviour. Pinned up around the club you will see brochures that explain our stance. Please take the time to read these documents and familiarise yourself with the club’s expectations of behaviour. 

We do not condone any behaviour that will bring the club into disrepute and the SABL has put clubs on notice that unacceptable behaviour from any person will result in sanctions to the individual and the club.

Your Coach’s role
At West Torrens, we are extremely fortunate to have a band of selfless people that give up their time to coach and educate our young people in the art of playing baseball. That they possess a wealth of experience and a passion for the game only further emphasises the value that these good people bring. It is important therefore that we as parents understand the difficult task confronting a coach when managing squads with the depth and talent that we have in all of our teams. So please be understanding, supportive and open minded when your son’s coach has to rotate positions between team members, so that players get an opportunity to play in a position that they would like to try and which is also within their skill set. The coaches at West Torrens will always try to give opportunities, so be patient, communicate your sons hopes, but please understand that sometimes, it is not possible to meet these requests at the very moment they are made. 

Many players in our junior squads are candidates to play for the SA Bite, and as such, will head off in January to compete in National tournaments. It is an imperative therefore that these players are given priority when it comes to being given certain assignments that are meant to be carried out in preparation for these. Mostly, this comes in the form of pitching and catching, or playing in specific positions.

Representative Honours
Whilst on this topic, it is timely to mention the Adelaide Southern All Stars Little League team whose recently concluded journey to New Zealand closed the book on a stellar year that saw them win the State titles at West Beach in April, then win the National Championships on the Gold Coast in June to become Australia’s representatives to the Asia-Pacific tournament. Sadly, they were unable to make this tournament due to a travel warning advising against visiting Indonesia. In lieu of this trip, Baseball Australia sent the team to Auckland to play the New Zealand Little League team.

This team was coached by Burke Weber (currently coaching our Under 14/2 team). Burke is a former Australian representative himself, and was a member of the previous most recent National Champion Australian team when he was a member of the SA Under 18’s in 1988. Pitching coach for the team was Steve O’Connor, our recently departed (to WA) A grade pitcher and Claxton shield pitcher. The team also featured three stand out West Torrens players in Sam McGarry, Mason Pickard and Jonty Scharenberg. All these boys made outstanding contributions to an undefeated team. In addition to this, new club member Declan Richter was also a member of this team. Declan achieved the honour of selection in the Australian team that played in the 2010 Cal Ripken World Series in Aberdeen Maryland. In welcoming Declan to the club, we also congratulate him and his peers on their achievements this year.
It should come as no surprise, given this club’s extraordinary recent record in winning the Junior Club of the Year for four consecutive seasons, that our players feature prominently in State teams. The next round of selection is imminent and I am confident that once again, West Torrens will be well represented in all three junior grades and then next year when the Little League squad is assembled. Once these are formally announced, I will congratulate all players in this digest.

I also urge all other youngsters with ambitions to play this game well and at the highest possible level, to listen to your coaches, practise hard and well. 

In the meantime…..
See You at the Ball Park

Mark McGarry

Junior Chairman

West Torrens Baseball Club
Mark McGarry 0427 438 531


